Time after Pentecost Ð Lectionary 14 (July 8)

   Isa. 66:10-14    Ps. 66:1-9    Gal. 6:(1-6) 7-16    Lk. 10:1-11, 16-20

As a mother comforts a child so you comfort us, O nurturing God.  Your embrace is so secure that we are enabled to reach out to others and to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Give us the courage to go on our way through life with the spirit of simplicity and peace that will bring well being amongst all nations, yes even all creatures, on earth. 

Time after Pentecost Ð Lectionary 15 (July 15)

   Deut. 30:9-14    Ps. 25:1-10    Col. 1:1-14    Lk. 10:25-37

Stretch out your hand, O sustaining God, and lift us up. Your whole creation is our neighborhood. Where your people are wounded, help them to be healed.  Where systems are uncaring or corrupt, raise up courageous people to put things right.  Wherever creation groans, invigorate people of conscience to find ways and means to heal the breach.  Make us to know your ways, O Lord, and teach us your paths.

Time after Pentecost Ð Lectionary 16 (July 22)

   Genesis 18:1-10a  Psalm 15
  Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42

Holy and Almighty God, the world is charged with your grandeur. All things hold together in your Christ. Help us to comprehend and trust the fullness of the redemption he has brought. Break open the powers of your grace to diagnose, judge, and heal the ways of human beings as we blasphemously strut about this hurt and threatened world as if we ourselves, and only ourselves, can hold it together.

Or

Mary Magdalene, Apostle (July 22)

   Ruth 1:6-18    Ps. 73:23-28    Acts 13:26-33a    Jn. 20:1-2, 11-18

From the beginning you have called women and men to live lives of promise.  From the empty tomb your resurrected son spoke to Mary and emboldened her to announce good news.  From the waters of baptism you have marked and sealed us and given us new life.  Fill us with your Spirit that we may live the promise, proclaim the Gospel, and give our lives wholly to your service.

Time after Pentecost Ð Lectionary 17 (July 29)

   Gen. 18:20-32    Ps. 138    Col. 2:6-15 (16-19)    Lk. 11:1-13

Your steadfast love, O God, has sustained us in so many ways that we cannot remain mute.  We are constrained to speak and sing your praises.  We are bold to pray as you taught your disciples.  Would you let the anxiety and greed of your human creatures about daily bread take life from all other creatures? Disarm the powers of darkness in our midst, so that we might enjoy the peace of our reign here on earth, as in your very presence.    

