A Litany of Godspeed & Farewell

L:
As the writer of Ecclesiastes reminds us: “For everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven.”  (Ecc. 3:1) Today is a time for us to wish for one another Godspeed and farewell. 
P:
I wish to thank Our good and gracious God and the members and friends of Our Saviour’s Lutheran church for 32 wonderful years of ministry. You have shown to me and my family great measures of love, kindness and personal support. You have encouraged me when I was right and you have forgiven me when I was wrong. It is with great and lasting joy that I remember the many things we have accomplished together. I thank God and I thank you for it all.

C:
With joy and thanksgiving we receive your thankfulness. We thank God for the years you have given to us as a Shepherd of Jesus Christ. We accept now that you conclude your ministry among us. 
-We move to the Baptismal Font-
L:
You were called among us to lead us to the waters of Baptism and the saving grace of Jesus Christ. 

P:
By the grace of God I have sought to lead others to Christ through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. I now return this responsibility back to you, the children of God.
C:
For your ministry with us we gladly say: “Thanks be to God!”
-We move to the Pulpit-

L:
You were called among us to lead us to the Word of life-Jesus Christ through the sermons that you preached in our midst.

P:
By the grace of God I have encouraged you with the story of Jesus. It is his life, death and resurrection that sets us free from all fear. I now return this responsibility back to you, the children of God.
C:
For your ministry with us we gladly say: “Thanks be to God!”
-We move to the Altar-

L:
You were called among us to lead worship and preside at the Holy Communion as we gathered together as children of God.

P:
By the grace of God I have been overjoyed to lead you in worship and share with you the forgiveness of sins and the proclamation of everlasting life through the body and blood of Jesus Christ. I now return this responsibility back to you, the children of God.
C:
For your ministry with us we gladly say: “Thanks be to God!”

-We move to the center of the Church-

L:
Pastor Ellisen and Cathy, please know that you are surrounded by our love, our prayers and our best wishes for your future ministries in the life God has given you to live. Over the years we have shared tears of sorrow and tears of joy. We have celebrated the birth of babies and mourned the deaths of dear saints. You have been there with us when our children have been married and Confirmed their faith. Through it all we have been blessed with memories that will last in our hearts forever.


Eternal God, we thank you for Pastor and Cathy Ellisen. They have blessed us with much and we wish for them your blessings in the months and years ahead. 

May the Lord Bless you and keep you,

May the Lord lift his countenance upon you 

And be gracious to you.

May the Lord look upon you with favor

And give you his peace.
In the name of The Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C: 
For your ministry with us we gladly say: “Thanks be to God!”
