1st Commandment – I AM the Lord your God, you shall have no other gods

All other commandments, whether the other 9 up front commandments, or all 612 other mitzvoth, are grounded in this one commandment – if we get this one right, if we understand completely in our head and our heart and our soul and our guts that God is God and nobody and nothing else is, was, or can ever be god, then following the rest of the commandments should be no problem at all.  Why?  (solicit answers)

This commandment is also good news!  Why?  (because it takes the burden off us to try and be god – that’s a lot of work!; because it means God is God in all times, places, and situations, in good and bad – God is reliable, steadfast, not going to take off, run away)

But it’s not always easy to follow this commandment.  Let’s look at a time when Israel was having trouble with this one (ironically, it was about the same time that God was giving them all these wonderful commandments!).  


Turn to Exodus 32:1-20



Read together in pairs/small groups, process as large group, transition into:

Skit:  The Golden Calves

C:  Boy, am I glad we’re not that silly anymore. . .worshipping a golden statue that they made themselves?  Saying that the statue led them out of Egypt?  How stupid were those Israelites?  I’m sure glad we’re a lot smarter these days, we’d never do something as ridiculous as worshipping a golden calf!

K:  (sighing audibly)  Pastor Catrina?

C:  Yes, Kelly?

K:  Are you done teaching us about this commandment yet?  Because one of my favorite annual awards shows is on tonight, and I really want to catch at least part of it, since I have to miss it to be at this confirmation retreat.

C:  (checking watch)  An awards show on tonight?  Well, I know it’s not the Golden Globes – those were on Monday.  And the Oscars shouldn’t be until February.  But, they’ve got so many shows these days, I can’t keep track of them all.  (check watch again) – Alright, yeah, I guess we can take a break and watch a little bit of your show.  What is it?

K:  The Golden Calves!

C:  The Golden Calves?

K:  Yeah, the Golden Calves!  It’s great!  Let’s turn it on (pretend to turn on a TV)

D:  Welcome back to the Golden Calves!  If you’re just tuning in, I’m your host, Aaron Adam Priestly, and I thank you for joining us in this extravagant celebration of our own accomplishments! 

 Our next category is the biggest detractors of time away from God, and the nominees are:  hanging out at the mall; sporting events; hunting; and instant messaging.  And the winner is. . .(dramatic pause as open envelope). . .SPORTING EVENTS!

(Patrick jumps up and starts pumping fist and shouting “Yes!”  “Sweet!”  “Boo-yah!” etc – think Vince Vaughn in Wedding Crashers)

P:  (accepting award from Dave)  Wow – you know, with so many people going to the mall this year, I didn’t think I had a chance at winning this.  I’m just. . .so. . .PSYCHED!  Dude, this is AWESOME!  And I’ve just gotta thank everyone out there who made it possible – so to everyone who skipped confirmation to go to their athletic practice or game – thank you.  And everybody who stayed home from church all those times to make sure they didn’t miss a minute of the pre-game commentary, you guys are my heroes.  And to everybody who is in a fantasy league, who spent hours researching or discussing their picks – you’re beautiful, baby, just beautiful!  Thank you all – I couldn’t have done this without you – this Golden Calf really belongs to YOU!

D:  He’s right, you know, none of this evening would be possible if it weren’t for all of you in our viewing audience – with your support and dedication, these Golden Calves practically award themselves!  Speaking of which, let’s move on to our next category, which is biggest detractor of resources away from God.  The nominees are:  junk food; automobiles; video games; and prom.  And the winner is. . . (dramatic pause). . .PROM!

(Catrina jumps up, screaming and excited, tone is mean, arrogant, and full of ‘tude)

C: (Taking award from Dave)  Oh, SNAP!  All I’ve got to say is, Suck on this, video games!  Go eat yourself junk food!  You guys may do more sales in volume, but I’m the queen of the high-priced items, baby!  I’ve got your gown, your tux, your corsage, your fancy dinner, your limo rental, and don’t forget your post-prom par-tay.  Hmm!  And – it’s so beautiful – I’m a yearly event!  So automobile, you sorry piece of buy this hunk-of-junk and keep it running as long as possible, you can just kiss my sparkly a. . .

D:  (cutting in, pushing C aside)  Ahem!  Ah, sorry, there, Prom, but time considerations, you know, producers want us to keep moving things along.  So, we’d best get right on with our next category, which is biggest detractor of attention from God.  The nominees are:  your favorite rock star; your favorite movie star; your favorite athlete; and your crush.  And the winner is. . . .(pause). . .YOUR FAVORITE MOVIE STAR!

(Breen starts acting very surprised and touched, gets up a little disbelieving, pointing at self and mouthing “Me?”  attitude is refined and classy)

B:  (accepting award from Dave)  Wow. . .I just. . .I. . .don’t know what to say.  I am so honored to be receiving this award out of a field of such fine and high-caliber nominees.  I mean, really, we all deserve to be up here, because rock star – you’ve done such tremendous work this year, and I’ve loved every minute of it. . .and athlete, you’ve turned in such stunning feats on the field, I’m just in awe of you, seriously. . .and crush, well, who among us isn’t familiar with the incredible things that a crush can do?  So I’m accepting this award on behalf of you all, and I thank you, viewing audience, because I’m just. . .so moved. . .that you like me!  You really like me!. . .enough to make me your god!  Thank you!  (bow and exit)

D:  Well, it’s time for us to take another commercial break.  But don’t turn that dial - when we come back, the winners of the biggest detractors of awe will be here to entertain and amaze us!

(Catrina gets up and shuts pretend TV off)

C:  Well, I think we’ve had quite enough of that!

In small or large group – process what they just watched, relating to Exodus 32.

End with 1-2 minutes silent reflection on whether they have ever broken this commandment.  

