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Open Scripture.Join the Conversation.




“Cliff’s Notes” for Book of Faith Group Assessment
Compiled by the Book of Faith Strategic Planning Task Force 
of the Central States Synod – May 2008

Upon reviewing the Group Assessment tool, it is clear to us that there are three or four categories of questions, and that it might be helpful to focus each group’s conversation in targeted categories. 
For instance, it may or may not be fruitful to have a new member try to identify all the Bible study opportunities available.  That question might be more easily answered by staff and/or leadership.

Where it might be helpful to utilize a few questions from each category with select groups, it might be less confusing to focus on one category of questions within your assessment sessions.

The categories that the assessment questions seem to fall into and the suggested groups that might be most knowledgeable to assess  those categories are:

(1)  Fact-gathering and information - Staff, Council, Leadership Teams 

(2)  Evaluating – Staff, Council, Leadership Teams

(3)  Opinion and Sharing – Current Bible Study Groups; Devotional 
Groups; Groups that might be targeted as sources of


Information as to how to implement Book of Faith 

(4)  Visioning – Staff, Council, Leadership, Long-Range Planning

We would like to suggest that you download the Group Assessment tool from www.bookoffaith.org and cut and paste the questions that will be helpful to each particular group.

Further, it has been suggested that you remove all the “possible” answers from the group’s handout sheets, giving that information only to the facilitator of the assessment, for the purpose of getting conversations flowing.

(1)  Fact-gathering & information - Staff, Council, Leadership Teams 

We Begin by Remembering  



Questions 1 & 5

Where Are We Now? 



Questions 1-6; 8-10
(2)  Evaluating – Staff, Council, Leadership Teams


We Begin by Remembering  



Question 6

Where Are We Now? 



Questions 4, 6, 7, 8

What Needs do We Have?  



Questions 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8-11

What Do We Envision? 



Question 2
(3)  Opinion and Sharing – Current Bible Studies; Devotional and 
Target Groups for Book of Faith Implementation 


We Begin by Remembering  



Questions 2, 3, 4, 7

Where Are We Now? 



Questions 1, Group Activity & Conversation


Questions 4 and 12 (opinion)


What Needs do We Have?  



Questions 3, 4, 6, 7, Group Conversation

What Do We Envision?  (Dream time) 



Group Conversation and Question 1
(4)  Visioning – Staff, Council, Leadership, Long-Range Planning


Where Are We Now? 



Question 11 and Group Conversation


Especially in terms of future programming

What Do We Envision? 



Question 3 and Role Play


Questions 4 and 5

ADD:  What Do We Envision, Question #6 (commitment) to all groups 
ADD:  Whatever questions might be specific to your circumstances


and stated congregational goals and visions

