Prayers for November 9, 16 and 23, 2008

26th Sunday after Pentecost, November 9, 2008.  Psalm 70; Amos 5:18-24; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13.

God of darkness, God of light, as in the beginning so in the end, you are the source of an ever flowing stream of justice and righteousness.  In the gathering darkness of the season, we light our lamps in hope for the renewal of creation.  Help us to be responsible and just keepers of the earth’s reserves of energy, so that all earth’s creatures might flourish.

27th Sunday after Pentecost, November 16, 2008.  Psalm 90:1-8, 12; Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30.

God of deep time, you have made us from the dust of stars, and yet you promise to bring us into your glorious presence.  By the steadfast assurance of your love in Christ Jesus, you give us courage to wait for you with faith and hope. In this great meanwhile, grant us the wisdom to steward your beloved earth so that all its creatures may flourish.

Last Sunday of the Church Year, November 23, 2008.  Psalm 95, Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46.

Sovereign of days past, present, and to come, you hold the depths and the heights of the earth in your hands.  You have power to bring to fulfillment each and every act of care for its creatures. Fill us with love for even the very least of them, for in you they live and move and have their being. 

