McKnight 1

Six Week Film Study

I think film is one of the most powerful ways to reach people, especially in today’s society. People connect with film on a level unlike anything else. If we can get them to take that connection and use it to consider the possibilities this carries for their Christian faith, we can very possibly change the way they see the world.

This is a six-week film series to help deal with these issues. I have chosen six different films, some more recent and some not so recent, all with something different to say about God, Jesus, or various other Biblical messages. I include a brief summary of each film, a focus point for each film, followed by some study questions to be used for it to jump start a discussion. I also include a prayer to be used either at the beginning or end of each film discussion session. The general rhythm of each session could vary, but should start with some sort of preface to the film, such as a general idea of what to look for or concentrate on within each film (perhaps the focus point). This should be followed by the watching of the film, and then the discussion, starting with the discussion questions. The prayer could come either at the beginning or end of each session. Please remember that the questions are only a starting point for discussion, do not allow them to limit you. These films all deal with very complex, intense issues. Some of the films have an “R” rating, and for those reasons, this series should be primarily done with adults.

Week #1: Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade (PG-13)


Summary: Indiana Jones is a professor and archaeologist. He has been on many adventures in search of some of the most valuable items in the world. In this movie, he is in search of the Holy Grail. However, he embarks on this journey only to find his father, who is the one who is truly passionate about finding the grail. Indiana only ends up going because he does not want the Nazis to get it. In the end, he must face himself, and ask himself what it is that he truly believes.


Focus: Belief; Father/Son Relationship(s)


Questions:

1) How does the relationship between Indiana Jones and his father, Henry Jones, evolve throughout the film?

2) What could this relationship between Indiana and his father suggest about the nature of the relationship of God and mankind?

3) At the beginning of the film, Henry Jones asks for “illumination” and at the end, he says that is what he got from this journey. How does his “illumination” play out in comparison to Indiana’s journey of belief?

4) Dr. Donovan tells Indiana at the end of the movie that “it’s time to ask yourself what you believe.” And when Indiana is about to leap from the lion’s head, his father says: “you must believe boy, you must believe.” How does this language of belief affect the way the movie plays out? How does it affect the message of the movie? 

5) How can we apply any of this to what we learn/know/experience today?


Prayer: Dear Lord, we come to you in search of illumination. As we have experienced this journey of belief with Indiana Jones, allow us to be ever-illuminated by your never-ending presence in our lives. Allow us to see life as an adventure, and remind us that you are just waiting for us to take the first step on the journey to seek you. Amen.

Week #2: Love Actually (R)


Summary: This is a collection of stories, really. It tells love stories of all different kinds during the Christmas season all over Britain. It emphasizes the interconnectedness of all people, and spreads the message that love, not hate, is really all around us.


Focus: Love


Questions: 

1) How do we define love? What makes love valid? Is all love valid?

2) Jesus tells us the most important commandments are to “love God” and “love your neighbor.” Who is your neighbor?

3) What does this movie teach us about love?

4) How does music play a role in the way this movie teaches about love?

5) How does God play a role in this movie?


Prayer: Loving Father, we live in a world filled with greed, war, and hatred. Help us to remember that this same world is one filled with love and kindness. As we go about our own busy lives, help us to feed the hungry, and take care of all those in need. As you love us, help us to show love to one another, that we may work towards a world where we see love far more than we see hatred. Amen.

Week #3: Stigmata (R)


Summary: This movie is incredibly intense. It deals with one woman’s struggle of faith, as she begins to receive the wounds of Christ. It deals with issues of faith as well as Biblical issues in its emphasis on the Gospel of Thomas. 


Focus: Faith, Bible


Questions: 

1) What message does the use of “stigmata” in this movie convey?

2) How does Frankie’s lack of faith play a role in this film? Does she come to faith? 

3) This film seems to give a pretty strong message about what we accept at canonical in the Biblical tradition. What do we do with this? 

4) What do we do with all the recent findings of other literature written in the Biblical tradition that is not actually part of the canon? The other Gospels, for example? What if they have a good message? What if they have a message that conflicts with our Biblical canon?

5) How do we ask questions of the Bible without distancing ourselves from Biblical authority? How do we make sense of all of this?


Prayer: Dear God, our lives are filled with doubt and uncertainty. As we struggle through each day, help remind us that you are always with us. Keep us ever strong in our faith, and let us remember it is always good to be asking questions. Keep us diligent in our study of Your Word, and allow us to gain new insights every time we open the Bible. Amen.

Week #4: Bruce Almighty (PG-13)


Summary: This is the story of a newscaster, who is upset with the way his life is going, and is generally mad at God. So, God offers him the job! He ends up with all of God’s power, but also all of God’s responsibility, and ends up learning a valuable lesson about what it is that God really does in this world. 


Focus: God


Questions:

1) If you could be God for a day, what would you do?

2) If there is a reason for everything God does, can we make sense of suffering? Will we ever answer that question?

3) How do we go to God without complaint?

4) What does this movie say about the nature of God and his relationship with humankind?

5) What does this movie say about how we picture God and how he acts within our world?


Prayer: Almighty God, we complain to you constantly and are forever asking you for what we want. Allow us to remember to thank you for what we do have, and open our eyes to the blessings that are all around us. Life may not be perfect, but we are certainly blessed. Help us to see that you have a plan for us, and that everything will work out, even if it is not going as we wish. Amen.

Week #5: Dogville (R)


Summary: This is the story of a woman who runs away from her father, and ends up in the small town of Dogville. She is welcomed, at first. However, not too much later things take a turn for the worse, and this seemingly perfect town becomes her worst nightmare. 


Focus: Hospitality


Questions:

1) The people in this movie begin to take advantage of the stranger in their midst. We may not do this in such a blatant way as they do, but how do we do this today?

2) What can we do to change the way we treat the strangers in our midst?

3) How do the variants in culture play out in our relationships with the stranger in our midst?

4) What does the Old Testament have to say about hospitality? The New Testament?

5) What does this movie say about God? Jesus? Humanity? 


Prayer: Heavenly Father, we are constantly worrying about what we have, and what we want, and what we need. Please remind us there are people in the world who have far less than we do, and who we can help if we just stop clinging so strongly to what is “ours.” Help us to remember that everything we have is yours, and that we should share with each other, and take care of all those in need. Teach us to welcome all those who need help in any way that we are able, and to show them true hospitality. Amen.

Week #6: The Matrix (R)


Summary: The world is trapped, everyone in their own minds, and only one man can save them. It is a Christ-epic story, told with a modern, technological point of view. Only Neo can pull the world out. 


Focus: Christ


Questions:

1) What does this movie tell us about Christ? 

2) What does this movie have to say about the world we live in today and its need for Christ?

3) How do we take the story told in this movie and relate it to other Christ-type epics? Harry Potter for example?

4) What is the message in this film?

5) There are two sequels to this movie, what is left open-ended? How does this relate to Christ?


Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you for dying to save us. Too often we forget the sacrifice that you have made for us, and we ask that you would help us to keep you always in the back of our minds. You taught us to love, and we ask you to help us to remember to love one another as you first loved us. Please help us to keep your teachings. In your holy name we pray. Amen. 
