ADVENT DEVOTIONAL

An introduction to an advent workshop or event
Materials for Devotional:

Advent wreath at front of room

Single large candle that can be held by volunteer

A reliable, easy, and quick way to light candles

A “Bic” like lighter that flickers easily

Microphone system (if possible)

Volunteer to light and extinguish candle at the right time

Volunteer to turn on and off the house lights at the right time

Reader &/or Soloist

Piano player

Hymnals/lyrics of Advent Hymn for all participants

Instructions: First have people open their hymnals to the correct page of the Advent hymn. Then they’ll be ready when the lights come back on and they can join in the rest of the verses after the soloist. Let them know that the lights will be off. If you think some kids might get scared, ask them to look for the candle lights and count how many times they blink (as a silent game to distract them.)

As much as possible, turn off all lights of the gathering space. If a light needs to stay on for some reason, see if there is a way to close that section of the room off from where all the people in attendance are sitting. The room should be as dark as possible. One volunteer stands in front of the darkened room, in front of the people. This person is ready with a single UNLIT candle and a lighter (match, or some other guaranteed way to light the candle easily.) 
From the back of the very darkened room, a voice (into a microphone if possible) begins reading the devotional:

Read slowly and deliberately, sharing the Word of the Lord:

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, Let there be light and there was light, 

(Volunteer lights one candle at the front of the room, not advent wreath, and it is visible to all in attendance. In the dark, the one candle remains illuminated for a while.)

And God saw that the light was good and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. God went on to create a world with nature, animals, and his precious people. And it was good. 

Soon afterwards though, in this good world, sin entered and a light different than what had created the day, one that once illuminated the souls of people, was dampened. It was like darkness fell on people even in the noonday sun…

(Volunteer puts hand in front of flame and covers the ability to people in the room to be able to see the flame; then exposes it again. This procedure of covering the light and exposing it again is repeated until the reader says…)

and it was difficult for people to see clearly and sometimes this darkness threatened to extinguish the light altogether. 

(Volunteer blows out flame of candle.)

People tried to bring that special light back on their own. They tried and tried and tried. 

(Volunteer lets a lighter flicker on and off, but eventually stops and the room remains dark.)

God watched all of this happening, and said, my people are trying and trying and trying to bring the light back. I will give them Light again, Light that sin cannot touch, light that cannot be extinguished and cannot die, but shines forever. 

Then at the perfect time and in the perfect place, God gave the world, part of himself, his only son, born as a baby in a barn. And that baby grew and His light shone brighter and brighter for everyone and for all to see and welcome into their lives.

(Volunteer lights first advent candle. Then any others depending upon which week of 
Advent it is.)

And this is Advent. We wait for the True Light to be born again each year, the True Light that can never be taken away and sin cannot chase and darkness cannot scare. We wait as individual children of God, and when we come together like voices joining a chorus, we remember we are not alone. Others are waiting for the light as well, the Light born on Christmas. This is our time of waiting together. This is Advent.

(Soloist sings first verse of Advent hymn. Then says, “Please join me for verses 2 through __) 

As the first verse is progressing, the house lights begin coming on so that people in attendance can read the words to the hymn and join the soloist after the first verse.

A Prayer is spoken for the evening together

&

then instructions are given for the events of the evening.

