Proposed Confirmation Ministry Outline

Thursday Night Structure:

6:30-7:00    Dinner in the Hut

7:00-7:15    Announcements (both spoken and written)

        Music Opening

7:15-7:30    Warm-Up (table groups)

        -activity, series of life related questions, highs and lows

7:30-8:15    Major Content

        either in the big room, or splitting away to smaller groups

8:15-8:30    Close in Prayer

        -introduce new ways to pray in table groups- each table uses different way

*possible time for written reflection each learning night either at the end of the major content piece, or as they come back to close in prayer.  Reflections to follow a format and to be kept in their binders.

Monthly Structure:

1st Thursday    Learning Night with Parents

With Homework/Four Key’s take home sheets to be revisited the following month- important that they are conversation questions and not right or wrong answer questions

2nd Thursday    Mentor Night

3rd Thursday    Learning Night

Bible Study planning night- lessons planned as small groups to be led on Sunday mornings during education hour

4th Thursday    Fellowship/Service Night

All Sunday Mornings are part of the Confirmation Ministry

Volunteer Needs:

Mentor Night:    

Someone to stay in contact with mentors, give reminders, help coordinate special events and mentor nights

Mentors:   

Adults to meet with students at least one Thursday per month to engage them in meaningful conversation following a discussion guide

Bible Study Group Leaders:  

Adults who will attend the 3rd Thursday of the month to help students develop bible studies to be led during the Sunday morning education.  Adults will also need to be present when their group is leading the study on the pre-determined Sunday morning

Acolyte Coordinator:   

    An adult who will assign all of the acolyte Sunday’s for the year

Requirement Tracker/Reminder:

An adult who is willing to send out confirmation requirement postcards updating students and parents of which requirements have been met and which still remain

Fellowship Night Planners:

Adults who are willing to take on one of the fellowship nights and plan/coordinate the activities for the group that night

Music Leader:

Someone who will coordinate and lead music for the group each week with the goal of teaching new songs and encouraging student participation in leadership

Trips for the year: (require participation in at least one youth and one family within the two year span)

    Middle School Youth Gathering 

    Family Mission Trip to Mexico

    Memorial Day Family Camp 

    Mission to El Salvador

    Summer Mission Trip to San Diego

Confirmation Retreat: (required each year)

    February/March Weekend

    9th Grade Retreat- High School Fall Retreat

Spring Faith Project:

    6th Grade- Bible and me- Living Word

    7th Grade- Family and me- My family is part of God’s family

    8th Grade- My faith journey so far- Walking with God

Budget implications:

Increase budget so that we can subsidize more trips/retreats for youth and families.

Reasoning behind proposed structure:

    Confirmation is a time in the faith journey of young people to affirm the faith that was claimed in baptism.  It is not simply saying yes to baptism, but affirming the choice to live according to those promises.  Confirmation is a ministry designed to prepare students for such a decision and to equip them with tools to move forward in faith and to lead lives that require theological reflection.

    The adolescent brain is in the process of forming pathways that will exist for the rest of their lives.  Much of what they learn in the first 4 years of puberty will be retained, particularly processes that help them draw conclusions.  These pathways are formed through constant and consistent repetition.  Confirmation is not merely giving facts to the students, but walking them through a reflective process over and over again, and teaching them to use that process.  This is the reason for a consistent structure to each night, ,and adding the component of planning and leading bible studies each month.  Both walk the student intentionally through a reflection process that, through repetition, will wire their brains for life-long theological reflection.

    Music is one of the most engaging elements for the teenage brain.  It captures their most basic attention levels and moves them to a point where they are more likely to think critically.  In a sense, beginning with music is priming the pump for the rest of the evening.  Much of the music that is learned during the adolescent years is retained well into adulthood.  They are learning a lot of music from television and radio, and we need to be intentional about introducing Christian songs that convey a message of God’s love in the world.

    Following music it makes sense to begin the night relating directly to the student’s personal life.  They are biologically wired to be self-centered at this point.  By framing questions at the beginning of the night that first address the individual it moves them to think beyond themselves where they will then be more likely retain the information within the larger conversation.  Eating, playing music, and addressing the individual meets the basic needs of the adolescent so they are then able to move on to other things.  The warm-up time is in place to funnel the conversation from being “me” focused to being “Christ” centered.

    Trips and retreats are crucial to the faith formation process.  It takes, on average, at least 18 hours for a group to move to a level of comfort where they are able to talk about the deeply meaningful aspects of life.  The introduction or subtraction of members during that time frame moves the group formation process back to the beginning.  If we want youth and families to be growing in faith together we must provide opportunities for them to spend long periods of time with one another.  Faith is caught much more than taught, and it is caught through trusted relationships.  Trips and retreats are excellent ways to help form these bonds and inspire faith dialogue between youth and parents.  Because of the financial difficulty of attending some of the trips it is important that we make it possible for all students and families to participate on some level in these events.  A partial financial subsidy would be incredibly helpful with this piece of the ministry.

