Hypothetical Relationship – Levels of Intimacy

Ted and Jennifer


Jennifer has liked Ted for some time, but Ted has paid little attention to her.  Once he discovers her interest in him, Ted asks Jennifer out.  They both have a good time and Jennifer falls hard for Ted.  They go out for a few weeks, and Ted begins to pressure Jennifer for more sexual involvement.  Jennifer doesn’t feel right about it, but because she likes Ted so much, she gradually gives in, determined not to let their sexual relationship get out of hand.


Then Ted informs Jennifer that his parents are going away for the weekend and he asks her to go with him to his parents’ cabin.  She has only a few hours to decide.  Jennifer is confused; she really likes Ted and doesn’t want to lose him, but she knows what will happen if she goes with him overnight.  She goes anyway.  Graph their relationship.

1.  How much do you think Ted really cares for Jennifer? Why?

2. If you were Jennifer’s friend, what advice would you give her? Why?

3. If you were Ted’s friend, what advice would you give him? Why?

4. Who is more moral, Ted or Jennifer? Why?

Michelle and Brian


Michelle is known around school as a nice person, but she also has an unfair reputation for leading boys on and then dropping them.  Because of her bubbly personality, she seems to attract boys who misinterpret her friendly nature.


At a party, she meets Brian.  They dance, laugh, and talk a lot.  When the night is over, Michelle kisses Brian on the cheek.  Brian is taken aback, and he beings to think he has a new girlfriend.  When Brian tells some friends at the party that Michelle is his new girlfriend, they laugh and tell him that she’s a tease.  Brian is furious and thinks Michelle has used him. As he leaves the party, he sees Michelle kissing another boy.  In anger, Brian puts his fist through his car window.  Graph their relationship.



1.  What could Michelle have done differently to avoid giving Brian the wrong impression?

2. Did Brian overreact? Was he justified in being angry?  Why or why not?

3. Who is more at fault, Brian or Michelle? Why?

Jim and Judy

Jim was the perfect gentleman.  He’d been taking Judy out every other week for the past six weeks.  He opened the car door for her, brought her a rose (once), took her on fun dates, and tried to let her know that he liked her for who she was.  They spent the last hour of each date kissing and “some other stuff,” but they would say it “was nothing serious.”


Judy kind of like Jim and appreciated the way he treated her, but she had no idea what kind of relationship he wanted.  They had never really talked about themselves, and she wasn’t sure where they were headed.  She wanted to ask Jim, but she was a little shy and figured the discussion would happen naturally.


A few weeks later, another boy at school asked Judy out.  She didn’t know what to do, so she asked Jim.  He said, “What do you want to do?”


“I don’t know,” she replied.


“Then I can’t decide for you.  You’ll have to make up your own mind.”


Judy was even more confused now.  She decided to go out with the other boy.  It was fun, but there were no sparks, and besides, she still liked Jim.


The next week Jim completely ignored Judy.  He avoided her in the halls, and turned around when he saw her coming.  Finally she called him one night on the phone and asked him what was wrong.  He replied, “I thought we were going out.  I guess I really didn’t mean anything to you after all.”  Then he hung up.  Graph their relationship.



1.  How could Jim have treated Judy better?

2. What could Judy have done differently so Jim wouldn’t have been so hurt?

3. If you were Judy, what would you do now?

4. If you were Jim, what would you do now?
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