God’s Love: 

Heart, Soul, Mind, & Strength
Confirmation Retreat

May 24-25, 2008

Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.

Mark 12:29b-30

What’s Included:

Covenant Form

Rules of Engagement

Map of the Camp

Schedule of the Retreat

Journals

Loose leaf paper

Happy Fun Bag

Happy Fun Note Paper

Youth Group Stuff

Street Fair Information

Random Fun-ness

My Covenant

In the Bible, God makes a covenant with Abraham and with Israel, promising to be their God: to walk with them, to bless them, and to save them.  And God also asks them to respond with love and service to God and others.  Basically, God wants to be in relationship with them.
The same is true of you and God.  You may not be an entire nation of people, but you are unique and important and a blessing to God.  In your baptism, God made a covenant with you to always walk with you, bless you, and save you.  And because of that, God wants for you to walk through life with him, too. 

Just like any other, a relationship with God includes moments of joy and love and happiness, as well as moments of anger, frustration, and doubt.  The testimony of scripture shows us that God wants it all from you.  If God can’t handle the kicking and screaming, then not only would God be missing out on a huge part of who we are, but God would have no business being God.  But at the same time, no relationship can survive if it has no trust, respect, or love.

During this retreat, we’ll have a chance to spend some time with God.  What would you like to say?  Ask?  Do?   Fill out this covenant as a way of reminding yourself and God what you want to work on during this retreat.

Questions begging for answers:

My “favorite” way to spend time with God:

How I will spend time with God during the retreat:

God has promised to be with you, to listen to you, and to respond.  May your time together be one of courage, struggle, peace, and joy.

Rules of Engagement:

Maybe not the happiest of subjects, they are still necessary.  There are pages upon pages upon pages in the Bible of these so-called “rules of engagement”.  But they weren’t in place so that God could have better control of the people.  Instead, it was the community’s way of working out their relationship with God.  Sin and brokenness is a given, so what did they need to live by in order to experience the grace and love that they were meant to have from both God and others?  Their answers to that question are what we find in the laws.  And so it is with us and this retreat...

· Be at peace, rejoicing always, and giving thanks in all circumstances!

· Be respectful of one another.

· Attend and actively participate in all group activities.

· Participate in any group decision-making.

· Abide by the camp’s rules (which are printed in the cabins).

· Out of respect for one another, use iPods and other electronic devices only during free time.  If you desire to use it before lights out, the ok to do this needs to come from your cabin-mates.  Use cell phones only in an emergency.

· If there is an emergency, let Sarah, Ben, or Margit know immediately.

· No alcohol or drugs.

· If there is a concern with someone, talk to them directly and respectfully.  If there is a concern about rules/regulations or life in general, go to Sarah.  Participate in the discussion and then abide by the decisions made by either Sarah or the group about any conflicts.

· Understand that everything listed here is both for your personal and the group’s benefit and safety.

· Enjoy the retreat!
What We’ll Be Doing

(Please always bring this packet of material, your Bible, and a pen.  Anything else needed for individual sections will be listed here.)
Saturday:

9:30
Introduction to the retreat: what is it, what will we be doing, covenant forms, etc.

10:15
Opening Worship

10:45
Session 1 – Faith: Heart, Mind, Meditation, or Service?

11:45/12:00
Lunch

12:30
Session 2 – Bringing the Questions

1:30
Free Time

4:30
Start planning Sunday worship (bring your materials for your passion)
5:15
Fun & Games

6:00
Supper

6:30
Session 3 – Passionate Prayer

8:00
Scavenger Hunt (bring what’s needed for walking around at night and your snack to share)
9:00
Regrouping and Journaling

9:30
Night Worship

11:30
Lights out

Sunday:
8:00-9:00
Breakfast.  Come on your own.

8:20
The Pilzstube will be open.  You may come to write notes, pray, work on


your covenant or worship project, talk with Sarah, ask questions, etc.

9:00
Meet in the Pilzstube to go over the plan for the day

9:10
Thinking, praying, and journaling

9:45
Session 4 – Covenant: All 4 from God and Us

10:45
Finishing touches on worship planning

11:30
Pack up your stuff and bring it back to the Pilzstube

12:00
Lunch

12:30 Worship

1:30
Close up shop and head home

