God’s Love: Heart, Soul, Mind, and Strength
Confirmation Retreat   May 24-25, 2008

Here, in your hands, is the first information about the upcoming retreat!  Hopefully you’ll find this helpful in your preparations; if you have any questions, let me know.  I’m excited for our time together!  

Email: acbinternpastor@gmail.com  
Office Phone: 030 813 2021
The Basics
The retreat will start at 9:30AM on Saturday, May 24th out at Hölzerner See and will last until early afternoon on Sunday, May 25th.  You need to be there at 9:15 at the latest so that we can start on time.  Pastor Ben will be working with you to set travel arrangements.  We’ll spend time together in scripture, discussion, group activities, free time, worship, and of course, around food!  

What’s Your Passion?

Each of us has something (or maybe a few things) that we’re passionate about.  What is it for you?  Or, what are you doing when you’re the most energized?  What is it that you love doing more than anything else?  Is it music, studying, art, sports, serving, reading, planning, writing, mathematics, hiking…?  Think about it and then bring with you the materials needed in order to spend time doing this.  For instance, bring your running shoes, your art supplies, or your files for your event planning.  Unfortunately, you have to be within reason, however.  So if playing the piano is your passion, it might be a bit difficult to bring a piano along.  So settle for bringing an iPod of piano music and/or choose something else that you love that’s more feasible to work with on a retreat.
If this retreat were designed especially for you, what would we focus on?
We are all at different places in our relationships to God; the assurances of one person are the doubts of another.  One of the beautiful aspects of God is the willingness and desire to be in relationship with us no matter our personality, gifts, weaknesses, and desires.  You bring a truly engaging and unique dimension to the life of God!  This week, spend some time thinking and praying about where you are at with God and faith and life right now.  What questions, assertions, doubts, and joys do you bring to the table?  What is it that is life-giving about your relationship with God, and what is anxiety-creating?  If you could spend the retreat finding “answers” to any faith-related questions that you wanted, or if you could spend time “doing” anything with God, what would they/it be?
Packing Check List

· Enthusiasm and a sense of humor!

· Fitted sheet

· Blanket sheet cover

· Pillow cover

· Towel

· Toiletries

· Bible

· Treat to share

· Sunscreen

· Alarm clock

· Walking shoes

· PJs
· Raingear

· Camera

· Bug repellant

· Notebook and pen

· Prescription medicines

· Shower shoes

· Money/Change (for pop, etc.)

· Water bottle

· Flashlight

· Copy of your insurance policy
· List of emergency phone numbers

· Materials needed for your passion 

*Please note: iPods, etc. are allowed, but please use only in your individual free time out of respect for one another.  Cell phones are only to be used in an emergency.

