A Six Week Film Series Class
For students 18+

Curriculum created by Amanda Adkins
Instructions: Each session requires enough time to watch the film and to leave enough time to discuss the theological aspects and implications of the film in relation to the Biblical text. Failure to leave enough time may cause people to not contribute as much as they could and also stunts theological development.

Week 1: What’s the Real Story?
*Remind your students that during this process, respect needs to be maintained at all times in order to achieve an open and safe discussion environment for every student involved.


Film: Dreamworks Joseph: King of Dreams


Biblical Passage Readings: Genesis 30:23 – 50:22


Discussion Questions:

1. What are the similarities between the Biblical text and the film?

2. What are the differences between the Biblical text and the film?

3. What are the theological notions and ideas that think you are to walk way from this film?

4. How do the differences harm or help people understand the Biblical text?

5. What are your theological thoughts about the story of Joseph after watching this film?

The point of this week’s film is to help the students learn how media can change the biblical stories to fit whatever they may need to fit into (timeslots, political correctness, age appropriateness, etc.). The discussion and the questions above are a starting point for your group as you, the teacher, guide them through the world of deep, true, theological thinking. 

Homework: Assign them to read Genesis 30:23 – 50:22. Write down 3 theological questions about the text to bring into class for next week.
Week 2: Differences in the Films

Begin this week’s class by having a brief discussion about any thoughts or questions that had risen during the assigned readings. Have your students turn in their questions in order for you to stimulate the conversation if needed.


Film: Universal Studios Joseph and the Technicolor Dreamcoat 



The 1998 version with Donny Osmond as Joseph

Discussion’s Questions:
1. How does the Universal Studio version compare to the Dreamworks version of the story of Joseph?

2. What are the similarities between the Biblical text and the film?

3. What are the differences between the Biblical text and the film?

4. What theological ideas came to mind as you watched the film?

5. Did this film help or hurt your understanding of the Joseph story?

For this week’s after the film discussion try to engage your students with a discussion about both films along with the text. Make sure that there are enough Bibles for students as you do a close look at the text during this discussion. This second week’s discussion will help students along this guided theological look at the text, the theology, and the understanding of the influence of media in the realm of religion. 

Homework: Assign Exodus 1 through 16 for next week’s class along with 3 theological questions about the text.

Week 3:  What’s the Story?
Film: Dreamworks The Prince of Egypt


Biblical Passage Readings: Exodus 1 through chapter 16


Discussion questions:

1. What are the similarities between the Biblical text and the film?

2. What are the differences between the Biblical text and the film?

3. How do we grapple with the notion that God has brought ten plagues against Egypt?

4. What is God doing in the Exodus story?

5. What is God calling the Israelites and us, the modern reader, to do? 

6. What are your theological thoughts about the election of the Israelites as the chosen over the rest of humanity?

7. How does this connect with the theology of Christianity?

8. Do you see any connections or anything that foreshadows Christ?

Homework: Assign them to read, if you haven’t already from last week, Exodus 1 through 14 and come back with 3 questions about the text for next week’s class session.

This week try to really engage your students with the text. Do close contextual discussion about the readings. Ask your students about how the intended audience may influence the way it is portrayed. Discuss the importance of children’s films such as Dreamworks Joseph: King of Dreams in comparison to their work on Exodus and other such children films based on the Bible.
Week 4: Old School Film: Better than Today?

Film: Cecil E. DeMille The Ten Commandments 

This film is very long and needs to be broken down into two sessions this week or carried into next week. It is left up to the discretion of the teacher, but waiting a whole week to watch the second part may be difficult due to time constraints. Either break it up into two different weeks, two different days this week, or make this session longer but allow for a few breaks.

Begin with a brief discussion to allow for any lingering thoughts to surface and then play the film.


Discussion questions:

1. How does this compare with the Dreamworks film The Prince of Egypt? 

2. What are the similarities between the film and the Biblical text?

3. What are the differences between the film and the Biblical text?

4. What are the theological implications of these differences?

5. Are the differences harmful to the understanding of the text?

6. In what ways does this film aid a persons understanding of the Exodus?

7. Could multiple films on the same Biblical text help aid the atheist/agnostic arguments against the Bible?

8. How does this compare to the last three films we have watched?

9. Are there any reoccurring themes that you can see that have ran through these films?

10. Do you think that the Bible should be made into a film and if so, have these films so far done a good job of staying close to the text?

Now at this point you really want to engage your students since after this week they won’t be doing the same pattern of watching the same story in two different film formats. For these last four weeks you, the teacher, have been engaging your students minds as they begin to develop and move towards theological thinking within the media setting.


Homework: The Book of Esther and 3 theological questions about the text.

Week 5: Today’s films: More True or Vastly Different than the Text?

At this point your students have seen some older and some newer films. However, from here on out we shall be having your students watch films that are newer in order to bring their understanding and questions into today’s context. This is to help guide the students to connect to present day media that they may have already seen and connect it with the Biblical texts that correspond to the films.

Film: Gener8xion Entertainment’s One Night with the King
1. What are the differences and similarities between the film and the Biblical text?

2. What are the theological implications that come across to you from watching this film?

3. Are there any connections that you see between this film and the others we have watched?

4. What are the statements being said about the text in this film?

5. What are the theological implications that you get from watching the film?

6. If you were a new Christian which option would you rather do: read the text or watch the film? You can only choose one.

7. What do you think this film says to those that do not know the Biblical story?

8. What would you do differently if you had created the film? 

9. What theological ideas and notions would you try to create into the film that you see within the text.

Homework: Read the birth of Jesus stories in Matthew, Mark, and Luke. Have your students do 3-5 questions per chapter for the next class period. 

Week 6: Media and the Birth of Christ

This week you are going to be really delving into the heart of Christianity in the story of Christ. This is a pinnacle moment for the class. If discussion has been difficult to shape, do your best as the teacher to guide their discussions today. Encourage open and honest discussion with respect. This week and next weeks discussions are critical as your students reach their, hopefully, deepest theological insights.

Film: New Line Cinema’s The Nativity Story


Discussion:

1. What are the differences and similarities between the text and the film?

2. What theological issues or implications do you see occurring throughout the film?

3. What does this film say about Christ and the reasoning of Christianity?

4. Did the film effectively blend together the Synoptic Gospels?

5. What questions did this film raise for you?

6. What do you think the film says to non-Christians?

7. Was this film effective in portraying the miraculous birth of Christ?

8. Did it affirm, strength, or harm your faith in the Synoptic Gospel stories of Christ’s birth?

9. What are the assumptions being made by this movie?

Homework: Read the story of Jesus’ crucifixion: Matthew 26 and on, Mark 14 and on, Luke 22 and on, and John 18 and on. Have your students bring 5 or more questions, preferably 5 per chapter. 

Week 7: The Story of Salvation and the Media Portrayal of the Good News


Film: Mel Gibson’s The Passion of the Christ
Right before starting the film you should ask your students how many of them have seen this before by a show of hands. Ask them to look at the film through an skeptics eyes to see how different the film would look to them. 


Discussion:

1. How true to the story was the film?

2. Are there any differences and similarities between the text and the film?

3. What are the theological implications of this film?

4. What does this film say about Christ?
5. What do you think this film says to non-Christians?

6. What does this film try to portray?

7. Are there any underlying themes?

8. Are there any assumptions about people, places, things, etc.?

9. What do you walk away with from this film?

10. Was anything startling?

The discussion here may become heated. It is in the best interest of the class to try to continue a respectful atmosphere as you discuss.

Homework: Now it is your students turn! The assignment for them is to create a film (maximum of 20 minutes) based upon a Biblical passage or story. It can’t be based off the films that we have already viewed. This assignment is to be done in groups of 3-5 people. Have them sign up this week for which passage they are doing so you can assign them as readings for the rest of the class.

Week 8 - 9: Project Time
This week you will watch the projects that people have put together. Leave enough time after each one for questions by the rest of the group. 

After the projects have been presented during week 9 ask these last follow up discussion questions of your class.

1. Overall what were the theological developments that you have seen in yourself as you have compared the films with the Biblical text?
2. What influence you think media has over the understanding of the Bible?

3. Have you been influenced by a media outlet?

4. What do you think was the most important point of this class?

5. What did you learn from doing this project?
