Children’s Craft Based on Psalm 100: Making Music


Read the text (this can also be used with a variety of other praise-oriented Bible verses)

1Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.

2Worship the LORD with gladness;

come before him with joyful songs.

3Know that the LORD is God.

It is he who made us, and we are hisa;

we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

4Enter his gates with thanksgiving

and his courts with praise;

give thanks to him and praise his name.

First, ask kids what joy is and what it means to praise God and have gladness.  Ask them why God wants us to praise him and why that’s important.  Talk about the role of music in praise.

This craft is particularly useful for camps or at vbs, where the children may be able to use their instruments in worship.  That way, they get to put what they’ve learned into practice and experience some of the fun of making music to God, themselves!  

For this craft, you will need:

Paper plates and/or plastic soda bottles 

Dry rice, possibly mixed with glitter (1/4 cup per child)

Stapler(s)

Single-hole punch

Ribbon

Glue (white and stick is helpful) 

Construction paper
Markers

1-3 measuring cups, for adult helpers

Whatever other decorations you have, such as glitter, tissue paper, beads, etc

Doing the craft:
1.  Have each child find a spot at a table.  Give each child either a paper plate, soda bottle, or toilet paper tube.  (If you have a wide variety of choices, you may want to let the children choose their own.  If you have only a couple of one type, you may want to put them away for next time so that everyone doesn’t want that item).

2.  Have children with paper plates fold them in half.  Have them staple or help them stable the paper plate ¾ of the way around (the curved, open side, not the flat side).

3.  Have adult helpers measure out ¼ cup of rice for each child and help them pour it into their bottle or plate.  (if you put too much rice, it actually doesn’t make very much sound; this is good ot explain or demonstrate to kids if they want more rice and don’t understand why they can’t have more)

4.  The children with the paper plates will need to staple the rest of the way around the half circle.  Be sure to point out to the group that there have to be enough staples for none of the rice to fall out; provide an example.

5.  Children with the bottles will need to glue the lids on.  I’ve found that white glue works fairly well, but you have to make sure not to use too much glue, or it becomes difficult to close.  Instruct the children to leave the cap on to let the glue dry for the rest of the session.  

6.  Time to decorate!  Children with tambourines (plates) may punch holes around the rim and tie pieces of ribbon to each hole, to make streamers on the tambourine.  Otherwise, use markers, glitter and glue, feathers, and whatever else you have to decorate the outside.  Children with bottles may want to wrap them in paper or cover them in tissue paper, as it is difficult to get other things to stick to them.



