November 11, 2009

Wandering in the Desert: God Provides
Exodus 15: 22b – 25; 16:2-4; 11-21; 31; 35

Group Opening

Welcome kids. Over the next few weeks we are going to be learning about Moses.

Power Verse

1 Timothy 6:17b “….put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything…”

Opening Prayer

Lord’s Prayer.  (In the Lord’s prayer we say, “Gives us our Daily Bread.” God provides for us daily.)

Story Station

(Adjust for the ages of the group. Older kids can read the scripture. While younger kids might do better with the teacher reading the store for their level. Tell the store in an exciting manner to engage the kids.)

Exodus 15: 22b – 25; 16:2-4; 11-21; 31; 35

they went three days in the wilderness and found no water. 23When they came to (BA)Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; therefore it was named [b]Marah. 24So the people (BB)grumbled at Moses, saying, "What shall we drink?" 25Then he (BC)cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him (BD)a tree; and he threw it into the waters, and the waters became sweet There He (BE)made for them a statute and regulation, and there He (BF)tested them. The whole congregation of the sons of Israel (C)grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3The sons of Israel said to them, "(D)Would that we had died by the LORD'S hand in the land of Egypt, (E)when we sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger."  4Then the LORD said to Moses, "Behold, (F)I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a day's portion every day, that I may (G)test them, whether or not they will walk in My [a]instruction. 11And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 12"(P)I have heard the grumblings of the sons of Israel; speak to them, saying, 'At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread; and (Q)you shall know that I am the LORD your God.'" 13So it came about at evening that (R)the quails came up and covered the camp, and in the morning (S)there was a layer of dew around the camp.  14(T)When the layer of dew evaporated, behold, on the surface of the wilderness (U)there was a fine flake-like thing, fine as the frost on the ground. 15When the sons of Israel saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?" For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, "(V)It is the bread which the LORD has given you to eat.  16"This is what the LORD has commanded, 'Gather of it every man as much as he should eat; you shall take (W)an omer apiece according to the number of persons each of you has in his tent.'" 17The sons of Israel did so, and some gathered much and some little. 18When they measured it with an omer, (X)he who had gathered much had no excess, and he who had gathered little had no lack; every man gathered as much as he should eat.  19Moses said to them, "(Y)Let no man leave any of it until morning." 20But they did not listen to Moses, and some left part of it until morning, and it bred worms and became foul; and Moses was angry with them. 21They gathered it morning by morning, every man as much as he should eat; but when the sun grew hot, it would melt.31The house of (AG)Israel named it manna, and it was like (AH)coriander seed, white, and its taste was like wafers with honey. The sons of Israel ate the manna forty years, until they came to an inhabited land; they ate the manna until they came to the border of the land of Canaan. 

Questions 
Younger/Older (Adjust according to the age of each group.)


How many days did the Israelites travel with out water? (3 days)

When they did find water, could they drink it right away? (No, the water was bitter. It was probably contaminated/polluted.)

How did the Israelites react to not being able to drink the water? (They complained. They grumbled against Moses. They asked what are they going to drink?)

Do you sometimes complained when you don’t get something right away or when you are thirsty? 

When Moses cried out to God for help, what did God do? (He showed Moses a piece of wood and told him to throw it in the water.)

What happened when Moses threw the stick into the water? (The water became sweet. Then the Israelites could drink the water.)

The Israelites left the place with the water and continued their journey. They wandered in the Desert of Sin. After they had been walking in the desert they all grumbled against Moses and Aaron again. What were they complaining about now? (They were hungry and had no food. When they were in Egypt they had plenty of food.)

What did God say to Moses? (I will rain down bread from heaven.)

How did God say they people were to gather the bread? (They are to go out each day and gather enough for that day.)

Then what did God say to Moses? (I have heard my people. Tell them that at twilight (evening) they will eat meat and in the morning they will be filled with bread. Then you will know I am the Lord your God.)

What happened in the evening? (Quail (little birds) came and covered the camp.)

What happened in the morning? (There was a layer of dew covered the camp and when it was gone thin flakes covered the ground.)

Did the people know right away what the flakes were? (No)

What did Moses tell them about the flakes? (“It is the bread the Lord has given you to eat.”)

How much where the Israelites to gather? (Each person is to gather as much as they need. Gather an omer (about two quarts) for each person in your tent.)

When they measured how much each person had gathered, did everyone have the same amount? (Yes. Even though some people gathered a little more and others a little less, they all had as much as they needed.)

Could they keep the bread till morning? (No)

What happened to the bread they tried to save? (It was full of bugs and began to smell.)

How often did they gather bread? (Each day)

What happened to bread when the sun grew hot? (It melted away.)

What was this bread called? (manna. Manna means, “What is it?” because the Israelites didn’t know what it was when they first say it.)

What did the manna look like? (It was white like coriander seed and tasted like wafers made with honey. The people would gather it, ground it like grain, and make it into honey-tasting pancakes.)

How many years did the Israelites eat manna? (40 years, until they cam to the land that was to be theirs.)

Why did God only give them enough food for each day? (So they would learn to trust God; to trust that he would provide for them. This is like when we said the Lord’s Prayer. “Give us our daily bread.”)

How does God provide for us? (He gives us a family, parents, food, etc.)

How can we thank God for what he gives us? (Pray, give thanks at meals)

Older (6th & 7th)

The manna and quail that God gave to the Israelites were their only sources of food. You could say this was their bread of life. What other times have you heard “the bread of life?” What was it referencing? (We hear this in our worship service on Sundays. Jesus is our bread of life, eternal life. In John 6:48-51, Jesus compares himself to manna. Christ is our daily bread who satisfies our spiritual needs.)

Cooking Station


Pancakes with Honey

Tell the kids that tonight we are going to make pancakes with honey. This is similar to manna that God gave the Israelites to eat when they were wandering in the desert for 40 years. 

Divide up the tasks among the kids. Let one measure/scoop the mix into the measuring cup and dump it in the bowl.  Then let another child measure the milk, etc. Let them take turns stirring the mix. Let them help pour the batter on to a hot griddle, but do this for the little ones. Let them take turns flipping the pancakes. Make sure each child has at least one pancake. Serve the pancakes with honey, because this is what the Israelites would have had. They didn’t have syrup like we do now. 

Say a little prayer before everyone eats their pancakes:

Dear God thank you for the food you provide us. May we be happy with just the right amount. Amen

Ask if they would like to eat pancakes every day for breakfast, lunch, and dinner? 

Maybe someone had pancakes this morning for breakfast?

How does everyone like to eat pancakes?

What different kinds of pancakes can the class think of?

Game Station

The Israelites had to pick up manna each morning for that day’s food. They were only to collect as much they needed for that day, no more. We are going to play a game where we will do the same thing.

Divided the children into two groups. Each group will have a basket and they are to fill it with just enough “manna” for their group, no more. Scatter pieces of “manna” all over the classroom. (You can simply cut pieces of paper into small squares for your manna pieces.)

When the kids have “filled” there basket see which group has gathered the correct amount. Discuss what "just enough" means to them. 

Closing Prayer


(Teachers, say this with the kids at the end of the evening.)

Dear God, Thank you for loving us so much that you watch over us and giving us what we need. Amen.

