Clowning:  Maundy Thursday Footwashing
Based on John 13: 1-17, 31b-35, 
Washing Feet and “Love Commandment”
There are such powerful images that can be drawn from John 13's telling of Jesus washing the disciples' feet and sharing with them the greatest commandment that they "Love One Another."  This silent clowning drama (except for text read from voice out of site), gives high impact to this great act of servanthood.  Can/should be used in the context of Maundy Thursday worship in place of the Gospel reading.
One Clown Act with 12 volunteers and one reader

Props Needed:  

Two Buckets
Towel
Twelve sponges

Spray bottle with “Pray and Wash” label

Twelve “clown toys” (Hats, Nose, bubbles, beads, Noise makers – can repeat)

Black beads

Eleven helium heart shaped balloons (stored near chancel area - out of site)
Set up:  

Clown is wearing clown suit with plain white t-shirt and sweats underneath

One narrator to read text from back or out of site
Twelve chairs, cushions are set up around altar area
*There is no water except the water in the spray bottle

Clowning (silent except for Narrator):
1. Read John 13: 1:  read from back of sanctuary or out of site
2. Clown brings forward washing materials:  2 buckets with sponges, towel,  and “Pray and Wash” 

3. Choose 12 disciples from congregation – one at a time, give each one a gift and lead to place to sit up front. Disciples do NOT need to take shoes off.
4. Once all are seated around altar, gesture a sign of fellowship
5. Take clown suit off, leaving only white garments on (may leave hat on)
6. Prepare with towel, bucket, sponge

7. Imitate pouring “water” from one bucket to another

8. Wash feet of each disciple:  Use sponge, “Pray and Wash,” and towel, and place feet/foot in bucket (if it fits!).  Use large gestures and show different emotions: when approach each disciple, hug first then wash:  wash only feet (shoes), or whole bodies, pinch nose for sticky feet, spray a lot or a little. Wipe clean with towel. Be creative!
9. Put suit back on

10. Find Judas:  place black beads on Judas – lead away  (May need to be careful in selection of Judas, may even want to speak to beforehand to get consent)
11. Hand out sponges to each disciple: send disciples out to wash congregations feet or whole bodies
12. Disciples return to front of worship space:  Collect sponges.  If Baptismal font is in front, gather around.  If not gather in tight circle. 
13. Read John 13: 31b – 32: read from back of sanctuary or out of site.  Clown stands behind font with disciples around and looks up as text is read
14. Clown leaves to get heart balloons

15. If have powerpoint, screen advances to “Love Commandment” with John 13: 34-35 on screen.  If not, narrator reads from back again.
16. Gesture “Namaste” with each disciple

17. Pass out balloons to each disciple  and send back to places in congregation

18. Continue with service 

