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Faith on the Radio

The Gospel According to Music

From the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s

A 6 part discussion for high school youth or young adults
By Matt Schur
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Reforming the Church song lyrics
Introduction—the old is new again.

A study of the Christian message from the perspective of what youth consider “retro” can be fun for both leaders who may remember the music from the first time it was popular, and youth who have a fascination with, or at least a tolerance for, the oldies (and yes, music from the 80’s is being played on oldies stations these days…*sigh*).

A few thoughts:

· Each study has three sheets—one has song lyrics to help participants follow along, and the other has the discussion guide.  If possible, copy the lyrics front and back onto one sheet to help conserve paper.  Each participant would then have 2 sheets—the discussion guide and the lyrics.

· Do try to get a hold of the actual songs referenced in the studies, so the participants can hear them.  Music has an impact on people that words alone do not carry.  You may have many of these songs in your own personal collection, or easy access to them—otherwise, they are all available for download from itunes or amazon.com.  

· While none of the song lyrics should necessarily be inappropriate, there may be ideas in some of the songs that you or parents of youth don’t necessarily agree with.  Usage of these songs doesn’t imply agreement with all thoughts contained within them.

· It may be fun to have “decade theme nights” in conjunction with the studies.  Have students dress up in the style of a particular decade, or have pictures or videos available of significant events from that decade.

· The studies are set up with many open-ended questions.  It is not expected that you, as the leader, have definitive answers to these questions.  The aim is that you are both facilitator and participant in discussion…not necessarily an expert.  

· As these studies are discussion-oriented, it is important to pay attention to the environment in which they happen.  Sitting in a circle, with the leader as a part of that circle, is imperative.  It allows everyone to be a part of the group, not setting anyone apart.  Couches or comfy chairs are ideal, and having food available can help people feel more at ease, as well as give them something to do if there are periods of silence.  Perhaps have group members rotate bringing snacks for the group.

· This study could be used with adults, though if you do so you’d probably want to eliminate the “Parents, Parents, Parents” session, or reframe the discussion from a parent perspective.

· The studies can be done in any order, and are self-contained.  You don’t need to have been at one to understand the material in another.  

· Begin each session with prayer.  End each session with prayer.  And know that God is with you.

Faith and Uncertainty
Discussion Guide
Listen to Styx’s Show Me the Way.  
· Were there any particular lines or phrases that jumped out at you?

Every night I say a prayer in the hope that there’s a heaven
And every day I’m more confused as the saints turn into sinners
All the heroes and legends I knew as a child have fallen to idols of clay
And I feel this empty place inside so afraid that I’ve lost my faith

· How would you define faith?
· Check out Hebrews 11:1; John 20:26-29.  What do these passages say about faith?


· What do you think about heaven?  What do you think it’s like?  

· Do you ever wonder if you’re talking to a brick wall when you pray?  Why or why not?

· What does this verse say about putting our faith in people?  Do we put more faith in other people sometimes than in God?

· Have you ever had a “spiritual crisis?”  What was the cause?  How did you resolve it?

And if I see a light, should I believe
Tell me how will I know


· Have you ever asked God for a sign about something?  Has God ever given you a clear sign?

· How does one go about figuring out God’s will?  

Give me the strength and the courage
To believe that I’ll get there someday
Show me the way
· Is it possible to have faith and doubt at the same time?

Listen to I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For by U2.

· Were there any particular lines or phrases that jumped out at you?

· The singer is searching for something…do you think he even knows what it is he’s looking for?  What do you think it might be?

· Who do you think the singer is singing this song to?  What makes you think that?

You broke the bonds and you
Loosed the chains
Carried the cross
Of my shame
Of my shame
You know I believed it

· What bonds and chains did Jesus break for us?  

· The singer says he believes these things…but he still hasn’t found what he’s looking for.  Is it possible to believe in the resurrection but still not be transformed by it?

· Would you have any advice for the singer?    

Show Me the Way

by Styx

(c) 1990 A&M Records Inc.
Every night I say a prayer in the hope that there’s a heaven
And every day I’m more confused as the saints turn into sinners
All the heroes and legends I knew as a child have fallen to idols of clay
And I feel this empty place inside so afraid that I’ve lost my faith

Show me the way, show me the way
Take me tonight to the river
And wash my illusions away
Show me the way

And as I slowly drift to sleep, for a moment dreams are sacred
I close my eyes and know there’s peace in a world so filled with hatred
That I wake up each morning and turn on the news to find we’ve so far to go
And I keep on hoping for a sign, so afraid that I just won’t know

Show me the way, show me the way
Take me tonight to the mountain
And take my confusion away

And if I see a light, should I believe
Tell me how will I know

Show me the way, show me the way
Take me tonight to the river
And wash my illusions away
Show me the way, show me the way
Give me the strength and the courage
To believe that I’ll get there someday
Show me the way

Every night I say a prayer
In the hope that there’s a heaven...

I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For

by U2

© 1987 POLYGRAM INT. MUSIC PUBL. B.V.
  

I have climbed highest mountain
I have run through the fields
Only to be with you
Only to be with you

I have run
I have crawled
I have scaled these city walls
These city walls
Only to be with you

But I still haven’t found what I’m looking for
But I still haven’t found what I’m looking for

I have kissed honey lips
Felt the healing in her fingertips
It burned like fire
This burning desire

I have spoke with the tongue of angels
I have held the hand of a devil
It was warm in the night
I was cold as a stone

But I still haven’t found what I’m looking for
But I still haven’t found what I’m looking for

I believe in the kingdom come
Then all the colors will bleed into one
Bleed into one
Well yes I’m still running

You broke the bonds and you
Loosed the chains
Carried the cross
Of my shame
Of my shame
You know I believed it

But I still haven’t found what I’m looking for
But I still haven’t found what I’m looking for
But I still haven’t found what I’m looking for
But I still haven’t found what I’m looking for...

Parents, Parents, Parents! 

Discussion Guide
Listen to Parents Just Don’t Understand by DJ Jazzy Jeff and the Fresh Prince.

· What lyrics stood out to you?  Why?

· Do you think the title of the song is right?  

· Is it possible for parents to truly understand where you’re coming from?  Why or why not?

· What’s one thing you wish your parents knew about you?

· What’s one thing you wish your parents didn’t know about you?

· Are there certain “triggers” that cause most of the arguments between you and your parents?  What are they?  Why do they result in arguments?

· How can parents and teens better understand each other?  What would it take?

Check out Ephesians 6:1-4. (And Exodus 20:12 for reference)

· Obey your parents.  What about when your parents are wrong?  

· The commandment concerning parents is the first in the 10 commandments to come with a promise.  What is the promise?  Why does God phrase it like this?

· Is the promise valid for those children whose parents don’t take good care of them?  

· Any other questions or issues that arise from this song or Bible passage?

Listen to The Living Years by Mike and the Mechanics.

· What lyrics stood out to you?  Why?

· “You say you just don’t see it/He says its perfect sense/You just cant get agreement/In this present tense/We all talk a different language/Talking in defense.”  Is this a pretty good descriptor of many parent/teen arguments?  Why does it happen like this?  How can things be different?
· Is there someone in your life (parent or otherwise) with whom you have “unfinished business?”  Who?  What will it take to make things right?  
· “You can listen as well as you hear.”  What does this line mean?  Is there a difference between listening and hearing?  How does it make a difference in our relationships?
· “So don’t yield to the fortunes/You sometimes see as fate/It may have a new perspective/On a different day.”  What does this line mean to you?
· It’s been said that we tend to become that which we most fear.  Do you think the songwriter’s relationship with his father will affect the relationship he has with his new baby?  How?  
Check out Ephesians 4:25-32.

· What stood out to you in the Bible passage?
· What do you think this passage has to do with The Living Years?
· Is it important to “not let the sun go down on your anger?”  Is it always possible?  What do you think about this instruction?
· How can verses 31-32 apply to our relationship with our parents?  Are there times when our parents need our forgiveness?
· Any other questions or issues that arise from this song or Bible passage?

Parents Just Don’t Understand

by DJ Jazzy Jeff & The Fresh Prince

© 1988 ZOMBA ENTERPRISES INC

You know, parents are the same, no matter time nor place 
They don't understand that us kids are gonna make some mistakes 
So tell you other kids all across the land 
There's no need to argue, parents just don't understand 

I remember one year, my mom took me school shoppin' 
It was me, my brother, my mom, oh my pop, 
And my little sister all hopped in the car 
We headed downtown to the Gallery Mall 

My mom started buggin' with the clothes she chose 
I didn't say nothin' at first, I just turned up my nose 
She said, 'What's wrong, the shirt costs twenty dollars.' 
I said, 'Mom, This shirt is plaid, with a butterfly collar. 

The next half hour was the same old thing 
My mother buyin' me clothes from 1963 
And then she lost her mind and did the ultimate 
I asked her for Adidas, and she bought me Zips! 

I said, 'Mom, what are you doin'? You'll ruin my rep.' 
She said, 'You're only 16, you don't have a rep yet.' 
I said, 'Mom, let's put these clothes back, please.' 
She said, 'No. You go to school to learn, not for a fashion show.' 

I said, 'This isn't sha-na-na, c'mon mom, I'm not Bowser. 
Mom, please put back the bell bottom, Brady Bunch trousers. 
But if you don't want to I can live with that, but, 
You've gotta put back the double-knit, reversible slacks' 

She wasn't with it, everything stayed the same 
Inevitably, the first day of school came 
I thought I could get over, I tried to play sick 
But my mom said, 'No, no way, Uh-uh. Forget it.' 

There was nothin' I could do. I tried to relax 
I got dressed up in those ancient artifacts 
And when I walked in to school, it was just as I thought 
The kids were crackin' up, laughin' at the clothes mom bought 

And those who weren't laughin' still had a ball 
'Cuz they were pointing and whistling as I walked down the hall 
I got home and told my mom how my day went 
She said, 'If they were laughin' you don't need 'em, cuz they're not good friends.' 

For the next six hours I tried to explain to my mom 
That I was gonna have to go to just about 200 more times 
So tell you other kids all across the land 
There's no need to argue, parents just don't understand 

Ok. Here's the situation. My parents went away on a week's vacation 
And, they left the keys to the brand new Porsche 
Do they mind? Mmm, well, of course not! 
I'll just take it for a little spin, and maybe show it off to a couple of friends 
I'll just cruise it 'round the neighborhood 
Well, maybe I shouldn't. Yeah! Of course I should! 


Pay attention, here's the thick of the plot 
I pulled up to the corner at the end of my block 
And that's when I saw this beautiful girly-girl walkin' 
I picked up my car phone to perpetrate like I was talkin' 

You shoulda seen this girls bodily dimensions 
I honked my horn, just to get her attention 
She said, 'Was that for me?' I said, 'Yeah.' She said, 'Why?' 
I said, 'Come on and take a ride with a hell of a guy.' 

She said, 'How do I know you're not sick. 
You could be some deranged lunatic.' 
I said, 'Come on, toots. My name is the Prince. 
Besides, would a lunatic have a Porsche like this?' 

She agreed, and we were on our way 
She was lookin' very good, so I was I, I must say, WORD! 
We hit McDonalds, pulled up to the driveway 
We ordered two Big Macs, and two large fries and Cokes 

She kicked her shoes off onto the floor 
She said, 'Drive fast, speed turns me on.' 
She put her hand on my knee, I put my foot on the gas 
We almost got whiplash, we took off so fast 

The sun roof was open, the music was high 
And this girl's hand was steadily moving up my thigh 
She had opened up three buttons on her shirt so far 
I guess that's why I didn't notice that police car 

We're doin' ninety in my mom's new Porsche 
And to make this long story short, short 
When the cop pulled me over, I was scared as hell 
I said, 'I don't have a license, but I drive very well, officer!' 

I almost had a heart-attack that day 
Come to find out the girl was a 12 year old runaway! 
I was arrested, the car was impounded 
There was no way for me to avoid being grounded 

My parents had to come off from vacation and get me 
I'd rather be in jail, than to have my father hit me 
My parents walked in and I got my grip 
I said, 'Uh...mom, dad...How was your trip?!' 

They didn't speak, I said, 'I wanna plead my case.' 
But my father just shoved me in the car by my face 
That was a hard ride home, I don't know how I survived it 
They took turns..one would beat me while the other was drivin'! 

I can't believe it! I just made a mistake 
Well, parents are the same, no matter time nor place 
So tell you other kids all across the land 
Take it from me, parents just don't understand

The Living Years

by Mike and the Mechanics

© 1988 HIT & RUN MUSIC PUBLISHING INC; R & BA MUSIC LIMITED

Every generation
Blames the one before
And all of their frustrations
Come beating on your door

I know that I’m a prisoner
To all my father held so dear
I know that I’m a hostage
To all his hopes and fears
I just wish I could have told him in the living years

Crumpled bits of paper
Filled with imperfect thought
Stilted conversations
I’m afraid that’s all we’ve got

You say you just don’t see it
He says its perfect sense
You just cant get agreement
In this present tense
We all talk a different language
Talking in defense

Say it loud, say it clear
You can listen as well as you hear
Its too late when we die
To admit we don’t see eye to eye

So we open up a quarrel
Between the present and the past
We only sacrifice the future
It’s the bitterness that lasts

So don’t yield to the fortunes
You sometimes see as fate
It may have a new perspective
On a different day
And if you don’t give up, and don’t give in
You may just be o.k.

Say it loud, say it clear
You can listen as well as you hear
It’s too late when we die
To admit we don’t see eye to eye

I wasn’t there that morning
When my father passed away
I didn’t get to tell him
All the things I had to say

I think I caught his spirit
Later that same year
I’m sure I heard his echo
In my baby’s new born tears
I just wish I could have told him in the living years

Say it loud, say it clear
You can listen as well as you hear
Its too late when we die
To admit we don’t see eye to eye

Finding Meaning in Life

Discussion Guide
Listen to Dust in the Wind.

· What lyrics jumped out at you?  Why?
· Do you ever feel like “just another drop of water in an endless sea?”  Does your life make a difference?  How?

· Do you think this song is one of hopelessness or hope?  Why?  Do you agree with the sentiments of the song?

· Look at Ecclesiastes 3:20.  Where have you heard that verse before?  

· If we’re dust in the wind, how does that affect our priorities?  If everything passes away, what can we put our trust in?  What becomes important to us?

Now, don't hang on
nothing lasts forever
but the earth and sky
it slips away
And all your money
won't another minute buy
· What do these lines mean?  What does this mean for us as Christians?

Check out Luke 12:15-31

· What’s Jesus saying here?

Listen to Turn Turn Turn.

· What lyrics jumped out to you?

Look at Ecclesiastes 3:1-14.

· Look familiar?  (
· What does it mean that “there is a time for every purpose under heaven?”  What does this mean for us as Christians?

· Are there “right times” and “wrong times” for some things?  What sorts of things?  

· God’s sense of time and timing seems to be different than our own.  How do you figure out God’s timing?

· Life is filled with change.  Where do we find meaning amid all the change?  

· Are there any parts of verses 1-8 that you’d change?  What if you were asked to add to the list?  What are some 21st century items you’d add?

· It’s been said, “the more things change, the more they stay the same.”  Do you agree?  Why?

Dust In The Wind

by Kansas

©1977 DON KIRSHNER/BLACKWOOD MUSIC PUB
I close my eyes
only for a moment
and the moment's gone
all my dreams
pass before my eyes a curiosity
dust in the wind
all we are is dust in the wind

Same old song
just a drop of water
in the endless sea
all we do
crumbles to the ground
though we refuse to see
dust in the wind
all we are is dust in the wind

Now, don't hang on
nothing lasts forever
but the earth and sky
it slips away

And all your money
won't another minute buy

Dust in the wind
all we are is dust in the wind
dust in the wind
everything is dust in the wind

Turn Turn Turn

by The Byrds

©1965 PETE SEEGER
To everything (turn, turn, turn)
There is a season (turn, turn, turn)
And a time for every purpose, under heaven

A time to be born, a time to die
A time to plant, a time to reap
A time to kill, a time to heal
A time to laugh, a time to weep

To everything (turn, turn, turn)
There is a season (turn, turn, turn)
And a time for every purpose, under heaven

A time to build up, a time to break down
A time to dance, a time to mourn
A time to cast away stones, a time to gather stones together

To everything (turn, turn, turn)
There is a season (turn, turn, turn)
And a time for every purpose, under heaven

A time of love, a time of hate
A time of war, a time of peace
A time you may embrace, a time to refrain from embracing

To everything (turn, turn, turn)
There is a season (turn, turn, turn)
And a time for every purpose, under heaven

A time to gain, a time to lose
A time to rend, a time to sew
A time to love, a time to hate
A time for peace, I swear its not too late
Loving Our Neighbor and Social Justice

Discussion Guide

That’s just the way it is
Some things will never change
That’s just the way it is
But don’t you believe them

· Ever heard the phrase “that’s just the way it is?”  About what?
· Are there problems in life that we just can’t do anything about?
· Have you ever encountered racism?  Sexism?  What was your reaction?
· How are we called to make a difference?  Why?
· What are some concrete ways we can reach out to others where we are?
Check out Matthew 25:31-45.  How does this speak to the subject?

Look up Mark 12:28-34.

· What is more important to God?  Being “religious” our loving our neighbor?

· How do we show love for neighbor?

The road is long
With many a winding turn
That leads us to who knows where

· How do you feel about “the road” that is YOUR life?  Do you know where you’re going?  

· Do you like where you’re going?  Why or why not?

But I'm strong
Strong enough to carry him
He ain't heavy, he's my brother

so on we go

His welfare is my concern…

Look at John 13:3-15

· What do the song lyrics and the scripture passages have to do with each other?

If I'm laden at all
I'm laden with sadness
That everyone's heart
Isn't filled with the gladness
Of love for one another

Check out John 13:33-35

· What do you think Jesus thinks of our world today?  Of the church today?

· What makes it hard to love?  

· Is love a feeling?  An action?  Or maybe something else?

The Way It Is

by Bruce Hornsby and the Range 
©1986 ZAPPO MUSIC; WB MUSIC CORP
Standing in line marking time--
Waiting for the welfare dime
cause they can’t buy a job
The man in the silk suit hurries by
As he catches the poor old ladies eyes
Just for fun he says get a job

That’s just the way it is
Some things will never change
That’s just the way it is
But don’t you believe them

They say hey little boy you cant go
Where the others go
cause you don’t look like they do
Said hey old man how can you stand
To think that way
Did you really think about it
Before you made the rules
He said, son

That’s just the way it is
Some things will never change
That’s just the way it is
But don’t you believe them

Well they passed a law in 64
To give those who ain’t got a little more
But it only goes so far
Because the law another’s mind
When all it sees at the hiring time
Is the line on the color bar

That’s just the way it is
Some things will never change
That’s just the way it is
But don’t you believe them

He Ain’t Heavy (He’s My Brother)

by The Hollies 
©1969 EMI APRIL MUSIC INC.
The road is long
With many a winding turn
That leads us to who knows where
Who knows where
But I'm strong
Strong enough to carry him
He ain't heavy, he's my brother

So on we go 

His welfare is of my concern
No burden is he to bear
We'll get there

For I know
He would not encumber me
He ain't heavy, he's my brother 

If I'm laden at all
I'm laden with sadness
That everyone's heart
Isn't filled with the gladness
Of love for one another 

It's a long, long road
From which there is no return
While we're on the way to there
Why not share

And the load
Doesn't weigh me down at all
He ain't heavy he's my brother 

He's my brother
He ain't heavy, he's my brother

When Things Go Wrong

Discussion Guide

What do I do to make you want me
What have I got to do to be heard
What do I say when its all over
And sorry seems to be the hardest word


· Have you ever messed up?  Really messed things up?  The “I don’t know if this person can forgive me for this” kind of mess-up?  What happened?  Was it easy to ask for forgiveness?
· Generally, do you think it’s easy or hard to ask someone else for forgiveness?  Why?
· Has anyone ever hurt you to where you’ve found it hard to forgive?
· Is it important to you that someone say they’re sorry before you can forgive them?  Why?
Check out 1 John 1:8-9.

· What does it say about God’s forgiveness?

· Does God need our confession?  Why is confessing our sin important?

· Is there a broken relationship in your life that’s in need of mending?  What’s stopping you from taking the first step toward restoration?

You better believe there will be times in your life
When you'll be feeling like a stumbling fool
So take it from me you'll learn more from your accidents
Than anything that you could ever learn at school


· When have you felt like a fool?  Anything you’d care to share?
· Has there been a time where you’ve had to learn something “the hard way…”  from a mistake?
Check out Romans 5:1-8.

You've been keeping to yourself these days
Cause you're thinking everything's gone wrong
Sometimes you just want to lay down and die
That emotion can be so strong
But hold on
Till that old second wind comes along

· What does the Romans passage have to do with this part of the lyrics?

· What do you think Billy Joel means by “don’t forget your second wind?”

· Billy Joel wrote this song as part of an anti-suicide campaign.  Have you ever known anyone who has threatened or attempted suicide?  

· How does the Romans passage speak to the question of suicide?  

· How does “hope not disappoint us” when everything seems to be crashing down around us?

But i survived all those long lonely days
When it seemed i did not have a friend
Cause all i needed was a little faith
So i could catch my breath and face the world again

· What does this mean?  How can faith help us “face the world again?”

· Is going through a rough time evidence of a weak faith?  Why or why not?  

You’re Only Human (Second Wind)

by Billy Joel

©1985 COLUMBIA RECORDS
You’re having a hard time and lately you don’t feel so good
You’re getting a bad reputation in your neighborhood
It’s alright, it’s alright
Sometimes that’s what it takes
You’re only human, you’re allowed to make your share of mistakes
You better believe there will be times in your life
When you’ll be feeling like a stumbling fool
So take it from me you’ll learn more from your accidents
Than anything that you could ever learn at school

Don’t forget your second wind
Sooner or later you’ll get your second wind

It’s not always easy to be living in this world of pain
You’re gonna be crashing into stone walls again and again
It’s alright, it’s alright
Though you feel your heart break
You’re only human, you’re gonna have to deal with heartache

Just like a boxer in a title fight
You got to walk in that ring all alone
You’re not the only one who’s made mistakes
But they’re the only thing that you can truly call your own

Don’t forget your second wind
Wait in that corner until that breeze blows in

You’ve been keeping to yourself these days
Cause you’re thinking everything’s gone wrong
Sometimes you just want to lay down and die
That emotion can be so strong
But hold on
Till that old second wind comes along

You probably don’t want to hear advice from someone else
But I wouldn’t be telling you if I hadn’t been there myself
It’s alright, it’s alright
Sometimes that’s all it takes
We’re only human
We’re supposed to make mistakes
But I survived all those long lonely days
When it seemed I did not have a friend
Cause all I needed was a little faith
So I could catch my breath and face the world again

Don’t forget your second wind
Sooner or later you’ll feel that momentum kick in
Don’t forget your second wind
Sooner or later you’ll feel that momentum kick in

Sorry Seems to be the Hardest Word

by Elton John 

©1976 ROUGE BOOZE INC; HST MGT LTD
What have I got to do to make you love me
What have I got to do to make you care
What do I do when lightning strikes me
And I wake to find that you’re not there

What do I do to make you want me
What have I got to do to be heard
What do I say when its all over
And sorry seems to be the hardest word

Its sad, so sad
Its a sad, sad situation
And its getting more and more absurd
Its sad, so sad
Why cant we talk it over
Oh it seems to me
That sorry seems to be the hardest word

What do I do to make you love me
What have I got to do to be heard
What do I do when lightning strikes me
What have I got to do
What have I got to do
When sorry seems to be the hardest word

Reforming the Church
Discussion Guide
“Tradition is the living faith of the dead.  Traditionalism is the dead faith of the living.”








--Jaroslav Pelikan

· What do you think this means?

· Can you think of examples of tradition in the church?  Of traditionalism?

· One of the basic principles for church reformers was “Semper Reformanda,” or “always reforming.”  What does this mean?  

· Where do you see reform happening in the church?  Where do you see more of a need for reform?

Listen to Teach Your Children

· What lyrics jumped out at you?  Why?

· Verse one tells parents to teach their children well, verse two tells children to teach their parents well.  How does this happen in the church?  How can it better happen?

“Don’t you ever ask them why, if they told you you would cry,

So just look at them and sigh and know they love you.”  

· What does the songwriter mean here?

· Does loving always mean agreeing?

Check out 1 Timothy 4:12-16

· In what ways can you be an example for the rest of the church?

Listen to The Times They Are A-Changin’

· What lyrics specifically spoke to you in this song?

· What’s the overall message you think Bob Dylan was trying to convey?  Does this apply to the church as well?  Why or why not?

· Is your understanding of faith different than your parents?  Than your grandparents?  How?  Why do you think that is? 

· What is the most important thing the church needs to do to survive? 

The line it is drawn, the curse it is cast
The slow one now will later be fast
As the present now will later be past
The order is rapidly fadin'.
And the first one now will later be last
For the times they are a-changin'.

Check out Luke 1:46-55.

· How is what Mary says similar to what Dylan is saying in the passage above?

· Does the church have a calling to help reform the world as well?  How is God turning the world upside-down?

· If you could design the perfect worship service, what would it look like?  What would it involve?  

· What if you could design the perfect congregational structure?  What ministries would be a part of it?  

Teach Your Children

Crosby, Stills, and Nash 

©1970 NASH NOTES
You who are on the road
Must have a code that you can live by
And so become yourself
Because the past is just a good bye.

Teach your children well,
Their father's hell did slowly go by,
And feed them on your dreams
The one they picked, the one you'll know by.

Don't you ever ask them why, if they told you, you would cry,
So just look at them and sigh and know they love you.

And you, of tender years,
Can't know the fears that your elders grew by,
And so please help them with your youth,
They seek the truth before they can die.

Teach your parents well,
Their children's hell will slowly go by,
And feed them on your dreams
The one they picked, the one you'll know by.

Don't you ever ask them why, if they told you, you would cry,
So just look at them and sigh and know they love you.

The Times They Are A-Changin’

Bob Dylan

©1964 SPECIAL RIDER MUSIC
Come gather 'round people
Wherever you roam
And admit that the waters
Around you have grown
And accept it that soon
You'll be drenched to the bone.
If your time to you
Is worth savin'
Then you better start swimmin'
Or you'll sink like a stone
For the times they are a-changin'.

Come writers and critics
Who prophesize with your pen
And keep your eyes wide
The chance won't come again
And don't speak too soon
For the wheel's still in spin
And there's no tellin' who
That it's namin'.
For the loser now
Will be later to win
For the times they are a-changin'.

Come senators, congressmen
Please heed the call
Don't stand in the doorway
Don't block up the hall
For he that gets hurt
Will be he who has stalled
There's a battle outside
And it is ragin'.
It'll soon shake your windows
And rattle your walls
For the times they are a-changin'.

Come mothers and fathers
Throughout the land
And don't criticize
What you can't understand
Your sons and your daughters
Are beyond your command
Your old road is
Rapidly agin'.
Please get out of the new one
If you can't lend your hand
For the times they are a-changin'.


The line it is drawn
The curse it is cast
The slow one now
Will later be fast
As the present now
Will later be past
The order is
Rapidly fadin'.
And the first one now
Will later be last
For the times they are a-changin'.
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