The story of Job is the story of someone facing extreme hardship.  The bible is full of people who face hardship usually as a result of unfaithfulness.  However, Job’s story is a test.  This story is an opportunity for a person to explore one’s reactions and what that tells you about your own faith.  Within the context of this story, you can explore fairness, grief, reconciliation, fear, good and evil and a whole host of other themes depending on how deep you want to dig.  The following study is meant to start you on that exploration.  You may decide at another time to dive deeper into the book to the rich conversations between Job, his friends and God.  May the spirit bless you in your study.
Book of Job 1-2:13, 42:10-17 
Description of Job  
Read Job 1:1-5.
· Does this sound like a good person to you?  Why or why not?
God and Satan enter into a challenge about Job’s faithfulness.
Read Job 1:6-12.
· Did God start the challenge by bragging about Job or did Satan start the challenge by reporting his movements?  Why did you choose your answer?
Job looses all he has and responds
Read Job 1:13-22.
· Have you ever had a time when you were given horrible news?
· Does Job’s reaction to the news sound plausible?  Why do you think that?
· How do you think you would respond?
God and Satan continue the challenge about Job’s faithfulness using physical pain.
Read Job 2:1-10.
· Does this passage affect the way you answered the earlier question about God and Satan?  
· Do you think the first or the second challenge is more difficult?  Why?
· Do you think it was appropriate to test Job’s faith?
Job is visited by three friends
Read Job 2:11-13.
· What behaviors did the friends display in this passage?
· Which ones did you think were helpful?
· Were there behaviors that you thought were inappropriate?  If yes, what?
God restores Job.
Read Job 42:10-17.
· In what ways does God restore Job?
· Is this an acceptable ending to the story for you?  Why?
· Does this story make you angry; give you hope, or some other response?  How?

