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CLASS OR SMALL GROUP WORSHIP 
We Gather                                                                    (candle lighting, if desired)
Leader 1: Let us begin in the name of the Father, and of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit* 

                                                                                                                                   (* indicates end notes)
Opening prayer:     L1:   “Holy God, we offer our praise and worship to you: 

      Abba, the Father all-powerful, 

      Christ: our Lord and Savior,
      The Holy Spirit, the spirit of love.

     You reveal yourself in the depths of our being,


      Draw us to share in your life and your love.




      One God, three Persons, be near to the people formed in your image,



      close to the world your love brings to life.




      We ask you this, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,




      One God, true and living, for ever and ever.”


       All:    Amen                                                        (adapted from Today’s Missal, OCP 2008)





 Sing:*
Examination of Consciences              (change leaders)
     L2: Let us take a moment to examine our consciences (pause for silent reflection)
     All:  Lord, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought word and deed: 

             We have not loved you or others as we should; we have not used what you have


  given us for the benefit of others, we have not treasured this world as you gift to us.
     L2:  Lord, have mercy

     A:   Lord have mercy

     L2: Christ have mercy

     A:  Christ have mercy

     L2: Lord have mercy

     A:  Lord have mercy
     A:   Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden;

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

so that we may truly love you

and worthily praise your holy name;

through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
      A: Almighty God, through his son Jesus Christ, has mercy on us, forgives us our 

            sins, and grants us everlasting life.   Amen 

Sing: *
We share God’s peace with each other     (change leaders)
        L3: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
               fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

  A: And also with you

  L3: The peace of God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ be with you also
  A: And also with you 
  L3: Let us share God’s peace with each other

Sing:*
We Hear and Share the Word:*
                                     Each participant reads a verse and shares its importance for them 
    And/or

We reflect:   Leader 3: Leader picks a verse and leads discussion regarding this verse
We Pray                                                    (change leaders)
Leader 4: In this season of desert pilgrimage, let us call to mind the prophet's vision:  If you      pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted,
All: The Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your need in parched places, and make your bones strong. 
L4: Let us pray.  Holy God, whose loving kindness is everlasting: Lift the burden of all who are weary from the search for food and refresh those who are parched from thirst. Lord, in your mercy, 
A: Hear our prayer
A: As you sent manna in days of old, grant living bread in our wilderness.
L4: O God, source of all consolation: Comfort with the sure sense of your presence all who feel forsaken, whose hope is dried up. Lord, in your mercy,
A: Hear our prayer
A: As you sent manna in days of old, grant living bread in our wilderness. 
L4: Lord Jesus, who cried out in thirst upon the cross: open our ears to all cries of affliction, and through us provide food and drink. Lord, in your mercy, 
A: Hear our prayer
A: As you sent manna in days of old, grant living bread in our wilderness.
L4: God our creator, who makes our bones strong: through our prayers and gifts heal the ravages of poverty and disease, and that those now suffering may one day leap for joy. Lord, in mercy,
A: As you sent manna in days of old, grant living bread in our wilderness.
L4: We lift the individual petitions which you have placed on our hearts

                           (allow time for everyone to add their petitions)
L4: Merciful God, you ask us to cleanse our hearts, to lose the bonds of oppression, and to repair the ancient ruins. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, that we might pour ourselves out for the hungry and offer refreshment to those who thirst. In the name of Jesus we pray; 
A: Amen.                                                                               (adapted from ELCA Global Mission Litany 2006)
Sing: *
The Lord’s Prayer:                                                                          (you may join hands)



           Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 



           your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 



           Give us today our daily bread. 



           Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 



           Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 



           For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 



                         now and for ever. Amen
The Meal:  (OPTIONAL)*
  Celebrant: “Blessed are You, Lord God of the universe, our Father for ever and ever;

                  for through your goodness we have these gifts of bread and wine which the earth has    
      given and human hands have made. May they become for us the food and drink of 
  
      eternal life.”
    All: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

          God of power and might,

         Heaven and earth are full of Your glory,

        Hosanna in the highest. 
       Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord+        

   Celebrant: On the night He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took the bread from the table      



      and gave thanks. He broke it and gave it to his disciples,    




      saying ‘Take and eat, this is My body which is given to; do this in 



      remembrance of Me’
In the same way, after supper, He took the cup and gave thanks. He gave it to them,    saying ‘Take and drink, all of you: this is My blood, the sign of the new covenant,                                         which is shed for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me’

               All: Dying, you destroyed our death, 

     Rising, you restored our life.

     Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Each participant will offer the bread and cup to his/her neighbor with the words: “The Body of Christ given for you”, and “The Blood of Christ shed for you” 
After Communion prayer:  “Lord, in this meal we celebrate the memory of your son’s resurrection and victory over death. May this gift keep us ever mindful of our eternal salvation through Him. We ask this in the name of Christ our Lord. Amen”
We Bless and Send*
Participants share a blessing with each other
Using the oil: make the sign of the cross on the recipient’s forehead and say:

“May the Father of Life pour out his grace on you, may you be strengthened by the things he brings you through. May the Son of God be Lord in all you do and His love be shown to others through you. May the Holy Spirit comfort you and strengthen your faith, now and forever.  Amen.
Sing: * 
Benediction         (change Leaders)
L5:  May God shield us;

        May God fill us,

        May God keep us;

        May God watch over us;

        And may God bring us this day to the nearness of his love.

        In the name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy Spirit 
 All:  Amen

   L5: Go in Peace to love and serve the Lord

   All: Thanks be to God

Sing:*             

*Notes:  -At the + you may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism.

              - It is suggested that worship leader be changed as indicated, but that is optional.

               -You may have the group share Scripture and/or have the leader share a verse to be                    

discussed by the group. The point is for the group to interact with and through

                         a Biblical text.


  - Communion is optional depending on your circumstances and denominational   
   
          
              practices.

               -Olive oil in a small bowl may be used, if you are unable to find anointing oil.

              - Some possible songs (many are available as power points on utube): Sanctuary, I Exalt 


Thee, I Love you Lord, As the deer (panteth after water), Amazing Grace, 



Lord, Be Glorified, You are my all in all, Be thou my vision.
