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	Upon first glance Genesis 1 seems to merely detail God’s actions of creation. However there is more being said here than just how creation began. We can see within this poetic narrative genre that God has a pattern within His creative design. Before placing living creatures into existence God creates a place for the creatures to reside.  Thus, the text shows that God is an omnipotent being. Further we can see that God is an all loving being as well which we can see in several other places. Overall, we learn from Genesis 1 that beyond God being omnipotent, omniscient, and merciful that God’s intention for creation is a unique unity between all creations and God himself.
	Through chapter 1 we see distinctions of creation being made in a certain order. First, God “swept over the face of the waters[footnoteRef:1]” in order to create earth and heaven. This is the beginning of the unity of creation[footnoteRef:2]. During this portion of the creation story the form where existence will reside is being developed. Creatures are not placed into this world until everything upon the earth is fully ready for them to exist within the earth. Finally in Genesis 1:20 - 23 we see the first of the living creatures to arrive:  [1:  The New Oxford Annotated Bible: Genesis 1:2, 11]  [2:  Brueggemann, Walter, Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching. Genesis (Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1982), 11] 

“And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.’ So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good[footnoteRef:3].” [3:  The New Oxford Annotated Bible: Genesis 1:20-23] 

This is the beginning of the distinctions of creation. First it is the animals and then humanity. At the end of the creation process God finally makes humanity in His image as it is stated in Genesis 1:26: 
“Then God said, ‘And now we will make human beings; they will be like us and resemble us. They will have power over the fish, the birds, and all animals domestic and wild, large and small.’ So God created human beings, making them to be like himself[footnoteRef:4].” [4:  Good News Translation Bible: Catholic Edition, 2] 

In this translation we see the word power whereas in the Oxford edition the word dominion is used which means that humanity has the ability and authority from God to exercise power over the natural world including the animals[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  W. R. F. BROWNING. "dominion." A Dictionary of the Bible. 1997. Encyclopedia.com. (September 21, 2009). http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1O94-dominion.html] 

	However, this doesn’t mean that humanity has the ultimate authority over it. God has the ultimate authority over all things, including humanity since it is a part of His creation. Humanity’s creation and duties are laid out much more so than the animals, due to humanity’s superiority over creation[footnoteRef:6]. This, however, does not mean that humanity has the right to do what it pleases with the animals and the rest of creation, but instead are to protect and serve the earth and its creatures. [6:  Brueggemann, Walter, Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching. Genesis (Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1982), 11] 

	This declaration from God, that is found in Genesis 1:26 gives humanity one of its biggest duties; caring for His creation. The world and the animals are to be protected by humanity. We are to care for the ground and the animals just in the same way that we care for ourselves. This declaration of dominion does not enable humanity to destroy, plunder, nor desecrate God’s creation. Instead, God creates a unity within all his creation. The earth is the perfect environment for the creatures and in turn the creatures of land and sea become more than food to the human creatures. Since humanity was created in God’s image it then becomes our duty to image God, as it were, in the caring for the world. 
It is like a miming effect. God created and cared for the world, we in turn create and care for the earth, animals, and our fellow mankind. We participate in this creation process via reproduction. In Genesis 1:28 we find the following statement: 
“God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth[footnoteRef:7].’ ” [7:  The New Oxford Annotated Bible: Genesis 1:28, 12] 

This is our vocation given to us from God. We are to participate in the creation process as well as to care for God’s creation. In our unity with other creation we too are called to create as well as protect. This authority of dominance doesn’t mean that we can abuse the power given to us, although as we see later in the book of Genesis that abuse of power does happen. 
This beginning portion is what sets the stage for what happens in Genesis 2 – 11. Although God sees creation as good, His creation will soon chose to go against God’s will and thereby creating chaos within a created world that was originally intended to be united. The once united relationships between humanity, the earth, the animals, and God will be severed with Adam and Eve’s first decision to go against God by eating the forbidden fruit. Although unity was the will of God in the beginning as we find in Genesis 1, anarchy within creation will become the reality.

