The Will of God: 
Bringing About the Promise and the Will through Sin

Joseph, the prized son of Jacob, was sold into slavery by his jealous brothers. As a teenager he had several dreams that are fulfilled by the end of the narrative and in Genesis 44 Joseph, now the second in command to Pharaoh in Egypt, is in front of the brothers who betrayed him. He had tested them by having them bring to him his brother Benjamin who was the ‘last’ prized son of Jacob. Through both of the chapters 44 – 45 the reader learns a huge theological idea: that no matter what sinful thing humanity does, God always keeps His promises and uses the results of our sin to continue His will.

Joseph has no indication that his brothers will keep Benjamin, the last son of Jacob’s beloved wife Rachel, safe on the return journey home. In order to preserve Benjamin’s life, Joseph puts his silver cup into Benjamin’s pack. He allows them to begin leaving Egypt before sending a few troops to accuse Benjamin of stealing and brought back to Joseph. Instead of the brothers just allowing him to fall into prison, Joseph’s half brother, Judah petitions him to allow Benjamin to return home to Jacob.

“. . . Now therefore, when I come to your servant my father and the boy is not with us, then, as his life is bound up in the boy’s life, when he sees that the boy is not with us, he will die; and your servants will bring down the gray hairs of your servant our father with sorrow to Sheol. For your servant became surety for the boy to my father, saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, then I will bear the blame in the sight of my father all my life.’ Now therefore, please let your servant remain as a slave to my lord in place of the boy; and let the boy go back with his brothers. For how can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? I fear to see the suffering that would come upon my father
.”
The petition of Judah proves to Joseph that things have changed. Judah was the brother that had come up with the idea to sell Joseph into slavery instead of killing him 22 years previously, thus causing Joseph to even be in Egypt. As we will see later God uses this action in His will for the promised line.

Although Judah is petitioning Joseph for Benjamin and his safety, we still see from his monologue his guilt over what was done to Joseph in the beginning. Judah and the other brothers would have jumped at the chance to get rid of the last of the prized sons so that way one of them would have the chance of receiving the descending blessing and promise from Jacob. Instead, we have Judah pleading for Benjamin’s life. Judah knows that he isn’t the beloved son, but at this point in the narrative Judah isn’t concerned with the pending blessing that Jacob will give out. He is only concerned with getting the last beloved son of Jacob home
. 

Furthermore, in this portion of the narrative the reader knows that God, although silent, is behind the entire process. God’s voice hasn’t been heard through this narrative at all. The reader has no idea what God’s role will be with this new turn of events or what Joseph will do now. Basically at this point in the narrative the reader is waiting to see what that fate is of Benjamin and the entire clan
.
Through the entire story as Joseph deals with his brother he only talks to them through an Egyptian interpreter. This was the custom for Egyptian royalty when dealing with anyone that came from another nation and didn’t speak the language
. It is at this moment after Judah’s plea that Joseph finally stops the charade. In chapter 45 he sends everyone away, including the interpreter and begins speaking to his brothers in Hebrew.

At first his brothers don’t believe Joseph since he looks like an Egyptian now. In Genesis 45:4-8 Joseph calls his brothers to come closer to him to explain what has happened.
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over the land of Egypt
.”

This paragraph is very important one in the scheme of the entire Joseph narrative. It is the theological idea that God brings about His will even through the sinful actions and decisions of humanity. As Joseph states here to his brothers, even though they had sold him into slavery everything worked out in the end. God used their jealous and deceptive actions in order to raise Joseph up to a point of power and therefore ultimately help protect and save the line of the promise.
Overall, this narrative has been more than just a chain of coincidental events; every aspect has been the direct will of God. Joseph was sold into slavery, bought by an Egyptian officer, was put into a prison in Egypt for years and eventually became one of the top influential leaders of this nation. By interpreting the Pharaoh’s dreams he not only secured a spot of royalty within the Egyptian nation, but also the safety of all who lived within the nation of Egypt along with his entire family. The famine would have certainly killed Jacob and his family and thereby would have stopped the entire Abrahamic promise of a multitude of nations. 

Finally it is at this portion of the Joseph narrative there is an explanation of what has been occurring since the first sinful actions of the brothers. Even though in spite of the sin God still brings about His will. In order to preserve the future of the budding promised nation of Israel, God used the actions of the brothers to place Joseph in Egypt years before the famine and Pharaoh’s dreams. By giving Joseph the gift of interpreting dreams, he becomes the ruler, lord, and father of not only the nation of Egypt, but also his own family line. This result was purely due to God’s will working through what had become the reality
.
These two chapters are important within the scheme of the entire Pentateuch. In earlier chapters in Genesis, God makes a covenant with Abraham. God promises a multitude of nations through an offspring, blessing and land. The promise is to be fulfilled through Abraham’s youngest son Isaac. It is from this point on that God protects those in the Abrahamic line, just like Joseph. Leading up to this narrative we haven’t seen or been told how this promise would be fulfilled. Now we have been told by Joseph this very important theological idea. God’s will can not be thwarted or changed by our own sinful decisions and actions. God works with and around our sinning. This is a reassuring thought for all readers who are living after the Fall of Humanity. 
Overall, the promise that rests upon the Abrahamic line is always protected by God and can’t be changed or eliminated by humanity’s actions. Joseph explains this notion in relation to what occurred between him and his brothers. The actions that the brothers had done 22 years ago were used by God in order to lead to the saving and protection of the promise and the promised line. Nothing, not even humanity’s actions can thwart God’s will. That is the one of the most important aspects in chapters 44 – 45. 

In light of this story there is a deeper calling to us; the readers of this story. We are called to conform to the will of God. No matter what it will come to pass as God wills it. Since we are fallen creatures we believe that we are fully capable of controlling our lives and our pending futures. However, when we fight against God and try to bring about our will instead of God’s then we lose. We cause heartache and pain not only for ourselves, but to all of those around us just like Joseph’s brothers did in the narrative. 

They sold Joseph into slavery and told Jacob that he had been killed, thereby ultimately hurting Jacob for 22 years as well as themselves; the ones that had to carry on with a father who didn’t know the truth. The guilt weighed heavily upon them, as we can see from Judah’s petition to Joseph for Benjamin’s life. In the end God’s will did come to fruition, however at a great price. Thus, our calling by God is to conform completely to His will. We are not in command of our lives or our futures. God, who is merciful and just, will continue to remember His promises to us and continue to bring about His will despite our failings. 
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