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Law and Promise

In the Jewish tradition the Law is the connection to God whereas, in Christianity, Jesus is our direct connection instead of the Law. Jesus is the fulfillment of the law and he also brings to all people the promise of salvation. However, this does not mean that Jesus got rid of the law. The commandments are laws that we are to keep and we are judged by God by what we have done and not done. Even if we fail in our keeping of the commandments we still have the promise of the gift of salvation. That gift is not able to be taken away by what we haven’t done
. 

Martin Luther’s thought of justification by faith helps to explain this theological understanding. This theological idea has been misunderstood as a way to separate ones self from reality and instead focus solely on their own individual guilt. Due to this fact preaching on the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ has been reduced to merely the Easter season
. However, this is a travesty. We need to continually discuss the promise that occurs at Easter in order to relate the Law back to the promise of God. 

Instead, we along with our congregations often get hung up on the Laws and forget about the promise. Others only focus on the Promise and forget about the Law. Both of which are recipes for theological disaster. We need to balance out the understanding in order to truly follow God and His will. The Law helps us deal with the reality of the world whereas the promise gives us the hope of eternal life. The promise, which uses gift language, is a key component that helps humanity not get weighed down by the cruelties of reality
. 

Some congregations, however, dwell in the Law and don’t talk about the gift of the promise. These congregations and denominations are ultimately neglecting the greatness of the gift God has given us all. Therefore, these congregations place the importance solely upon the works of each person of the denomination instead of balancing the understanding of the Law with the promise of salvation. This causes a chasm between the two kingdoms
.

On the flip side of the issue are those congregations and denominations that dwell only within the promise. Everything is about the gift of salvation that God gave to us at Christ’s death and resurrection. Yet, they don’t pass this idea back into reality. The promise becomes a spotlight upon them, thereby creating the Promise into a selfish ideal. Without the action of putting the Promise back into the reality of the Law, then the significance of this gift is lost
. 


This gift of salvation that was given to us at Christ’s resurrection is more than just a simple gift. It is a call to all peoples within the church of believers. As Christians we are called to take the gift and bring it back into reality
. A good example of this is what the congregation of Banquet of Praise which we looked at in class. 
This congregation resides in a highly dangerous and poor city within America. They take the gift of the promise of Christ and send it back into the broken reality that surrounds the church. The congregation members take the theological ideals of the promise and use it to fix the brokenness of the reality of the community. As death and destruction happens outside, Banquet of Praise reaches out to heal the brokenness with the gift of salvation
. 
This congregation has done what we have been taught to do; melding of the two kingdoms. They have answered the questions of what God is doing in this world and what is God calling us to be and to do and have applied it accordingly. Banquet of Praise doesn’t just help those that are members of their congregation, but also extend to the community at large. This is what we are called to do as missional people of Christ. This congregation has understood the freedom of the spirit and the bondage of sin. The promise has made them free to be lord of all. This means that we are subject t o none, on earth that is of course. However, it also means that we are subject to all meaning that we much be dutiful to each person, our fellow human beings
. 
So how is this possible that are to be servant and lord simultaneously? It is because of the empowerment of the Holy Spirit that has been given to us within the gift of salvation from the Holy Trinity itself. We, as a church body of believers, are made just for this reality. We are given this gift of freedom from the bondage of sin in order to thus bring the promise into the reality of the world in our servanthood to all mankind
. This understanding of the law and promise is backed by the authority of the Bible. For example, in Acts 19: 4-10:
Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied – altogether there were about twelve of them. He entered the synagogue and for three months spoke out boldly, and argued persuasively about the kingdom of God. When someone stubbornly refused to believe and spoke evil of the Way before the congregation, he left them, taking the disciples with him, and argued daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. This continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the word of the Lord
.”

This passage shows the connection of the law and the promise. The promise of salvation is given to all and it begins when we are baptized believers. The Holy Spirit came upon them so that they could spread the word. The disciples didn’t just stop after receiving the gift of the promise which made them lords over all. They also became servants to all mankind and therefore, began doing mission in the name of Christ.


This is the job of each and every Christian; the connection between the two kingdoms. These pioneers of Christianity, these disciples of Christ, understood this desperate need and gave of themselves in mission to the new budding church. This is the will of God. The promise can’t just stay within the promised world – the kingdom of heaven. If the promise stayed there, then what would be the point of mission within this world if the promise didn’t touch humanity?  However if the disciples hadn’t begun the mission of Christ then the reality that Christ was dead would have devastated the people as well as the disciples. Therefore, it is vital to meld both worlds. 

If we don’t meld both worlds then two dangers could happen. The first danger is that if we dwell in the Law we will never have any hope. All our efforts as a missional people would feel unhelpful, useless, and like we were banging our heads against a rock solid wall of misery, death, and hopelessness. The second danger is if we only dwell within the promise then we are not doing as the promise has called us to do. Both dwellings have their own dangerous aspects. We must therefore, live in both kingdoms. Take heart and rejoice in the salvation of God’s promise to us and then send that joy and thanksgiving out into the rest of the world through our servanthood to mankind
.

In my own home parish in Hutchinson, Minnesota I could see where St. Anastasia’s tried to enact this reality. We had a growing portion of the town that was homeless and hungry. Instead of merely just dwelling in the happiness of the promise that we had found and not sharing with the rest of our community, we turned our efforts outward. We did food drives as well as money drives in order to help these families get up off their feet, back into a home with food on their tables. The mission of St. Anastasia’s Catholic Church was to take care of the community in need. They tied the greatness of God’s promise to us all with the law. The reality that was received the hope of salvation.

St. Anastasia’s enacted the promise within the law. As Jesus said to his disciples in Luke Chapter 6: 20 – 23:
“Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours in the kingdom of God.” “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.” “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.” “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heave; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets
.”

This is the reality of a dual kingdom. The gift of salvation is given to all, but only those that bring the gift back into the reality of the world are enacting the reality of the dual kingdoms. St. Anastasia’s parish took the gift and placed it back into the context of the community. 

This is why it is important for us to learn, as future leaders of the Christian church, that we can’t dwell in one kingdom versus another. We must combine the kingdoms together, the misery with the joy, in order to be a truly missional people as well as missional leaders. God gave us such a gift, but the gift is more than just the greatest present of all. The gift is a call, a responsibility that is to be spread into the difficulty of reality that we find ourselves in. As we move on through the rest of our educations and into our congregations, we are the ones that must continue to melding both kingdoms in accordance to God’s will.
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