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We often think that mission in the church is separate from the theological understanding of the economy of the Trinity. This is a misconception; instead the mission of any given congregation echoes the economy of the Trinity. For example, the church represents a whole which we can relate to the overall theological idea of God. Christianity as a religion is a direct result of Christ’s death and resurrection that thus brings to humanity the gift of salvation to us all. A mission in a lot of ways resembles the Holy Spirit, the love and action between the Father, God and the Son, Christ. All three theological aspects work together to create the congregational mission much in the same way that the Trinity works together within each other and the world. Mission and Trinity actually go hand in hand and we, as congregational members and future ministry leaders, can not successfully do mission without properly realizing that the Trinity is the reason why we do mission.


In order for us to understand what mission is we have to understand what the Trinity is as well as what we do when we study theology. The first what can be called ‘foundational’ classical definition of the term theology is, as defined by Anselm, “theology was faith seeking understanding
.” However, what does that mean? Certainly we understand that is what us Christians are called to do, but the understanding of the classical definition is at the heart of the understanding of the Trinity. Simply, or rather complicatedly, our education in theology never ceases. Due to that God reveals to us his understanding of not only Gods self, but the church as a unit. The biggest theological idea that Christians have tried to seek to understand over the centuries is the Trinity itself. It is in our limited understanding of what and who the Trinity is which helps shape our ability to do mission in the world.

Mission must be theocentric. The word theocentric means that God is the center of all that we do, no matter what it is. Therefore, God must also be in the center of our congregations and their missions. In order to create a theocentric missionary church we must revert back to what is the Holy Trinity, thereby reviving the importance of the understanding of the Trinity
. The typical language talks about the Trinity in three persons – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We can see this echo within the Nicene Creed:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen
. 

Here we can see that the council of Nicea outlined its understanding of what is the economy of the Trinity. That God is the Father, the one who makes all things including the heavens and the earth. We can see an example of this early on within the Old Testament. In Genesis 1 we get a story that depicts God creating the heavens and the earth out of the complete and desolate voids and the chaos of darkness. 

Secondly, Jesus, the Son of God is specifically noted was begotten not made by the Father. This is crucial language in the understanding of the Trinity. Not only does this  show Jesus distinct relationship to God as God’s son, but also places a great emphasis on the divinity of Christ as God – the second person of the Trinity. The word begotten means to generate as in the idea of offspring as well as to cause something via power
. In context of the understanding of the Trinity, we can come to understand it as the idea that God used God’s divine power to offspring, for the lack of a better terminology, Gods self for a certain particularly willed effect or design. 

Finally, we get to the person of the Holy Spirit. It is debated on what the person of the Holy Spirit is and what it does within the economy of the Trinity. It was classically understood that the Holy Spirit was the power which causes the conception of the Son of God, but also is fully God as we see in the second half of the creed. It was also theologically thought that the immense love between God and Christ was so strong and powerful that the love itself became the third person in the Holy Trinity: the Holy Spirit
.

Now that we have discussed what each person of the Trinity is in our understanding of the economy of the Trinity we can now compare it to mission within our congregations and the church as a whole. Usually, the Trinity can and is portrayed visually as a triangle shape that starts by indicating God is at the top, the son at one side of the triangle and the Holy Spirit on the other side; all three distinct persons of the Trinity, but all one God. However, for the purposes of comparing the Trinity to the church, especially within the context of mission we are going to look at what Dr. Mary Sue Dreier laid out in her lecture on September 15, 2009. She outlined a triangular shape that we can see that ties directly to the triangular shape that helps understand the economy and the relationship between each persons of the Trinity.  We can see it in the picture below:
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Dr. Dreier’s triangle, which on this days particular lecture was labeled as “sources of religiously relevant information.” We can find from this triangle both from the handout from this particular day in class as well as the one drawn above it does show how even though we are investigating our particular congregations
, we are also doing something that does directly tie to the Trinity. The inner triangle I made based upon the classical way to understanding God as a triangular visual aid. 
Notice where each figure of the Trinity ends up in relation to pillars of a congregation; this is a rather striking idea. From Tradition we get the understanding of Father God. We see this first emerge in the Old Testament in Genesis 1:1
In the beginning when god created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light;” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.

We understand God as Father from the tradition that preceded and was built upon by the Christian movement – Judaism. From that point Jesus and the Holy Spirit can be interchangeable with both culture and the faith experience. Jesus, Son of God was born into this world. He had a particular culture and grew up within those cultural practices. Culturally Jesus lived in the now called Middle East. He was a Jewish man living during the Roman Empire’s rule. Yet, still today Jesus lives in our hearts and minds in every single cultural setting. Similarly the Holy Spirit works through a particular culture to reveal to us what God is wanting us to do at any given moment.

The same can go with our faith experiences. The faith experiences of a congregation are across the board. Some people come to the understanding of Christianity late in life and others come to it rather early. Each persons faith experience is different due to how a person relates to the story of Jesus and the Holy Spirit both traditionally and within their own lives. All together, even though as we look at these three aspects in order to truly see if a congregation is being as missional as it can, we are also looking how the Trinity is being displayed and understood within this particular congregation as well as the church as a whole.


Even though often times we like to think that mission and the Trinity have really no theological ties to one another other, this really isn’t the case. The Trinity is an important part in the role of mission not only within the church, but also beyond the church. Mission resembles the Trinity as well as enacts the will of the Trinity within the world. As we head out into the world as future congregational members and ministry leaders, we must always remember to keep the Trinitarian theology within our forethought. We must do so in order to truly do deep and real mission that is in accordance with the Trinity itself.
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