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Trinity, Law, Promise and Calling: 
The Frameworks of Our Christian Reality


The Trinity is the center of the Christian belief system. Without the Trinity there cannot be a church. God the Father sent Jesus Christ, the Son to die for us all in order to save us from our sins. God in human form, begotten by the Father created a way for humanity to always and continually access God through the gift of grace; which was given to us in Christ’s death and resurrection. Understanding this saves us from the unhopeful life. It is our understanding of justification by faith which helps us understand the gift of salvation. We, through this incredible gift, have become servants and lords of all meaning to be subject to none and servant to all. Through this idea of servanthood comes the idea of mission in the world. Since we are saved we are called and sent to enact the gift of salvation within the bleakness of the broken reality. As future church leaders we too are a part of these called people. We are called to head out into the community and extend our hands out in aid through mission. In other words we are called to be like Christ and thereby, enact the missional leadership that Jesus taught us.

First let us do a recap of how the Trinity works directly within the Christian church and through the Trinity, humanity’s mission occurs. First off, the basis upon which mission rests must be theocentric. The word theocentric means that God is the center of all that we do, no matter what it is that we do. This idea not only is at the heart of Christianity, it also is needed in the understanding of our call to be missional people. Furthermore, God must also be in the center of our congregations and their missions. In order to create a theocentric missionary church we must and need to revert back to what is the Holy Trinity. This thereby revives the importance of the understanding of the Trinity
, especially within the context of mission.
Christianity understands God as Father from the tradition that preceded and was built upon by the Christian movement – Judaism. From that point Jesus and the Holy Spirit can be interchangeable with both culture and the faith experience, respectively. Jesus, Son of God was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born into the world for all humanity’s salvation. He was a part of a particular culture and ultimately grew up within the cultural practices of Judaism. Culturally, Jesus lived in what is now called the Middle East. He was a Jewish man living during the Roman Empire’s rule. The people of the congregation of Israel were looking for the Messiah who, as we know today is Christ. Even still, today Jesus lives in our hearts and minds in every single cultural setting. Similarly the Holy Spirit works through a particular culture to reveal to us what God is wanting us to do at any given moment.


The same can go with our own faith experiences. The faith experiences of a congregation are across the board. Some people come to the understanding of Christianity late in life and others come to it rather early. Each person’s faith experience is different due to how a person relates to the story of Jesus and the Holy Spirit both traditionally and within their own lives due to culture and context. What we mean by context is in relation to a person’s area. For instance, someone’s context will be vastly different if they live in a city versus a rural area. Context goes beyond just the church, but also to the certain geographical area and it ties to the missional aspect of a person or congregation. All together, even though as we look at these three aspects in order to truly see if a congregation is being as missional as it can, we are also looking how the Trinity is being displayed and understood within this particular congregation as well as the church system as a whole.


What has been coined as the ‘foundational’ classical definition of the term of theology is, as defined by Anselm, “theology was faith seeking understanding
.” However, what does that mean to us now? Certainly we understand that is what us Christians are called to do (mission), but the understanding of the classical definition is at the heart of the understanding of the Trinity itself. Simply, or rather complicatedly, our education in theology never ceases. Although, we may want to believe it ends at the moment of confirmation which is hardly the case. Due to that God reveals to us His understanding of not only Gods self, but the church as a unit. The biggest theological idea that Christians have tried to seek to understand over the centuries is the Trinity itself. It is in our limited understanding of what and who the Trinity is which helps shape our ability to do mission in the world.


Overall, this missional and Trinitarian understanding can be summed up by what I created in essay one.
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The outside diagram is actually Dr. Dreier’s triangle, which on this day’s particular lecture was labeled as “sources of religiously relevant information.” We can find from this triangle both from the handout from this particular day in class as well as the one drawn above it does show how even though we are investigating our particular congregations
, we are also doing something that does directly tie to the Trinity. The inner triangle I made based upon the classical way to understanding God as a triangular visual aid. Notice where each figure of the Trinity ends up in relation to pillars of a congregation; this is a rather striking idea. From Tradition we get the understanding of Father God.


Now that we have thoroughly recapped the Trinitarian theology in relation to missional, let us quickly move on to the understanding of Law and Promise. In the Jewish tradition the Law is understood to be the way to connect to God whereas, in Christianity, Jesus is our direct connection to God instead of the Law. Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law and he also brings to all people, through the crucifixion and resurrection, the promise of salvation. However, this does not mean that Jesus got rid of the Law. The Ten Commandments are the laws that we are to keep and we are judged by God by what we have done and not done. Even if we fail in our keeping of the commandments we still have the promise of the gift of salvation we are still saved through the gift of the promise. That gift is not able to be taken away by what we haven’t done
. This is called justification by faith.

Justification by faith is the promise part of the frameworks that we work within daily. This understanding of the promise, in order to work to the best of its ability, needs to be coupled with the law. Jesus knew the Ten Commandments and preached to us to keep the commandments. With this said, we can see in today’s world that this isn’t being enacted by some congregations and by others they are doing just this very thing. 

What this means is that some congregations dwell solely in the Law and don’t talk about the gift of the promise. It is as if the promise doesn’t exist here. They instead stress that only the works that you do will get you to God. These congregations and denominations are ultimately neglecting the greatness of the gift God has given us all. Therefore, these congregations by placing the importance solely upon the works that each person of the denomination does they are living in an imbalance within their understanding of the Law and promise. This action causes a chasm between the two kingdoms
.


On the flip side of the issue are those congregations and denominations that dwell solely within the promise. Everything is about the gift of salvation that God gave to us at Christ’s death and resurrection. Yet, they don’t pass this idea back into reality. The promise becomes a spotlight upon them, thereby creating the promise into a selfish ideal. Without the action of putting the promise back into the reality of the Law, then the significance of this gift is lost
. 


Now, that we have recapped the theological thoughts from before dealing with the Trinity and the Law and Promise I would like to look at my own home congregation of St. Anastasia’s a little more in depth. In my home parish I could see where St. Anastasia’s was attempting to put together both the theological understanding of the law and promise as well as connecting it to the Holy Trinity.  For example, St. Anastasia’s had a growing portion of the town that was homeless and hungry. Instead of merely just dwelling in the happiness of the promise that we had found and not sharing with the rest of our community, we turned our efforts outward. We did food drives as well as money drives in order to help these families get up off their feet, back into a home with food on their tables. The mission of St. Anastasia’s Catholic Church was to take care of the community in need. They tied the greatness of God’s promise to us all with the law. The reality that was received the hope of salvation.


St. Anastasia’s enacted the promise within the law. As Jesus said to his disciples in Luke Chapter 6: 20 – 23:

“Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours in the kingdom of God.” “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.” “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.” “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heave; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets
.”

This is the reality of a dual kingdom. The gift of salvation is given to all, but only those that bring the gift back into the reality of the world are enacting the reality of the dual kingdoms. St. Anastasia’s parish took the gift and placed it back into the context of the community. 

Beyond enacting the promise they really took their theological understanding of the Trinity to its fullest. At each Mass the Nicene Creed is recited and is a foundational creed for the Roman Catholic faith as a whole. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen
. 

Here we can see that the council of Nicea outlined its understanding of what is the economy of the Trinity. The economy of the Holy Trinity: God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit as the love between the two is a theological concept that St. Anastasia’s lives by daily. 


St. Anastasia’ Catholic Church in Hutchinson is actually a part of a tri-church community. This means that they are a faith community with two other Catholic churches in the residing areas around Hutchinson to become kind of like one church entity although there are three separate churches. They work together in order to do what is best for the community (church and outside world). It is distinctly understood at St. Anastasia’s that since God so loves the world and that He gave His only Son for our salvation then we are to do as God has done – give all that we have in our time, talent, and treasures. 

However, St. Anastasia’s did have some difficulty in other aspects of enacting the law and promise. Whereas they remember Christ’s teaching they also in other aspects remained stuck within their own promise of salvation. Even though they were a part of a tri-faith community, St. Anastasia’s didn’t work with anyone else. While they were doing mission outside in the town of Hutchinson, there wasn’t as much of a welcome for anyone that wasn’t a born Catholic. Some of the congregation made it clear that only Catholics were a part of the promised gift of salvation that Christ brought through his death. In this aspect they only dwelled in the promise amongst themselves, which isn’t what we are called to do. Although they were helping the community by feeding and housing the hungry and homeless, they stuck themselves behind their walls and still hid from the rest of the world. They stayed in the comfort of the promise and by doing that they forgot what God had called them to do.


Since becoming Catholic over four years ago I have seen how my home congregation of St. Anastasia’s has really enacted the Gospel and the promise that God has given us into the reality of the world. It is clear that they take the Nicene Creed to heart. However, as wonderfully as my home congregation is doing for mission in the world there are many others that are not doing as well. This is why it is important for us to learn, as future leaders of the Christian church, that we can’t dwell in one kingdom versus another. We must combine the kingdoms together, the misery with the joy, in order to be a truly missional people as well as missional leaders.

 God gave us such a gift, but the gift is more than just the greatest present of all. The gift is a call, a responsibility that is to be spread into the difficulty of reality that we find ourselves in. As we move on through the rest of our educations and into our congregations, we are the ones that must continue to melding both kingdoms in accordance to God’s will. That is one of the most important aspects that I know that I will take with me. This melding of both the Gospel with the Law and then placing it back into the brokenness of reality – that is where the true amazing power of the gift lies, in our ability to bring the Law and Promise framework back into the world.

The only reason that we are able to do this is through the reality of God’s love for the world. John 3:16 writes: 

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life
.
This gift that God has given us is the Christ. If it had not been for God loving the world so much that Jesus, Son of God was born into this world. The same can go with our faith experiences. The faith experiences of a congregation are across the board. Some people come to the understanding of Christianity late in life and others come to it rather early. Each person’s faith experience is different due to how a person relates to the story of Jesus and the Holy Spirit both traditionally and within their own lives. All together, even though as we look at these three aspects in order to truly see if a congregation is being as missional as it can, we are also looking how the Trinity is being displayed and understood within this particular congregation as well as the church as a whole.


Even though often times we like to think that mission and the Trinity have really no theological ties to one another other, this really isn’t the case. The Trinity is an important part in the role of mission not only within the church, but also beyond the church. Mission resembles the Trinity as well as enacts the will of the Trinity within the world. As we head out into the world as future congregational members and ministry leaders, we must always remember to keep the Trinitarian theology within our forethought. We must do so in order to truly do deep and real mission that is in accordance with the Trinity itself.

Overall, for me even though I am not going to become a pastor I know that I will use this understanding in my own vocation. My vocation, as I understand what God is calling for me to do at this point, is towards the professorship of Old Testament. This information will be good for me when dealing with students that see the troubling texts within the Old Testament and have trouble with how that relates to their own Christian faith. This class and this theological ideas that I have developed over the last two papers, and deeper here in this paper, I know will one day help me explain to a questioning student and therefore, help them to understand the notion of salvation that we see traced all the way back from the beginning of the Bible. 

During my time here at Luther Seminary I plan on continually looking the texts used in my Old Testament classes to see how the it enhances my understanding of Christianity’s doctrines as well as what Jesus said and did on our behalf. As a Christian I see how the Old Testament text is a complete foreshadowing and prophecy of Christ. I intend to teach my students one day the importance of knowing the Old Testament text and how it applies to what we are called to do – mission. 

Further, I intend to do as much as I can in order to help others in my community as well as globally. I have joined the Cathedral of St. Paul and want to help as much as I can within my church. They have classes for the youth and I intend on looking into those to help teach them since I already have my bachelors in theology from a Catholic university. I also plan on joining their missional group in order to help others in St. Paul as well as in our world. Overall, this class has taught me the importance of mission on a more personal and theological level then I have ever learned or experienced before in my life. I am therefore, going to be heading out into the world to do as God has called us to do: to be a missional people.
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