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The Mission of the Triune God


The study of the mission of the Trinity is an important one for all Christians, especially in regards to the conversion process of people to Christ. Often times the discussion of conversion brings up images of colonialism, evangelist movements and life and death consequences for the indigenous people. The ‘fire hose’ approach to evangelism is rough and goes against the nature of the Holy Spirit’s conversion process. In order to become proper agents for the true conversion process we need to first understand what the mission of the Holy Spirit is in relation to the rest of the Trinity. The mission of the Holy Spirit is to speak to what is already within our hearts to convert us to the mysterious Holy Trinity and to reveal the truth of Jesus Christ to humanity.

In order to understand the mission of the Triune God, let us first begin by looking at what a few theologians say about the Holy Spirit in relation to the economy of the Trinity. Peter Lombard understands the Holy Spirit as the love between the Father and the Son within the economy of the Trinity. He quotes St. Augustine’s book 15 found in On the Trinity: 

“The Holy Spirit is neither of the Father alone, nor of the Son, alone, but of both; and so the Spirit suggest to us the common love by which the Father and the Son mutually love one another.” 
This statement supports Lombard’s idea that the Holy Spirit as love does not mean that you can’t understand the Trinity all together as love. Further, this idea is supported by John where he writes that ‘God is love.’ Lombard claims that this brings up the question whether or not God the Father, or the Son, or the Holy Spirit, or whether the entire Trinity itself is love especially since the Trinity is not three gods, but one God
. 

Lombard’s theological understanding also goes a little further here. It includes the thought that the Holy Spirit is common to the Father and the Son and therefore, the reason why the Holy Spirit has a proper name to itself. Even though the Holy Spirit within the Trinity is specifically called love, it is so due to the understanding of the union of Father and Son. Therefore, this is the reason why the Holy Spirit is named love in relation to the relationship between the other two persons within the economy of the Trinity
. The Holy Spirit as understood as love is an interesting and important thought within the scope of the understanding of the Holy Trinity.

 Lombard’s understanding of the Holy Spirit is related to St. Bernard of Clairvaux’s understanding of the relationship between humanity and the Trinity. Since the Holy Spirit is the act of love between the Father and the Son we too must love God since God is our creator and we are the creations. St. Bernard writes: “God, therefore, who makes all else that is good, makes Himself to be loved
.” Since God makes Godself to be loved then that means that the nature of God is love, which is what Lombard claims is what the Holy Spirit is and why it is properly named as love. Within this theological understanding, Bernard understands that there are degrees of love. When the highest degree (the fourth degree) is obtained by humanity we are capable of loving God above ourselves, which in relation to the Trinity is ideal since God loved creation so much that God gave us everything, even the gift of salvation through the Son
.
Jurgen Moltmann also agrees that the Holy Spirit is love and explains it within the economy of the Holy Trinity. As Moltmann puts it in his book, The Trinity and the Kingdom:

“If God is love he is at once the lover, the beloved and the love itself. Love is the goodness that communicates itself for all eternity. The theology of love is a theology of the Shekinah, a theology of the Holy Spirit. This means that it is not patriarchal, but rather feministic. For the Shekinah and the Holy Spirit are ‘the’ feminine principle of the God.’”

This explanation does differ from the other theologians we have looked at already. The idea that the theology of love is also the theology of the Holy Spirit is an interesting concept. Moltmann’s concept of the theology of love is related to the idea that God is love, which we find illustrated within the Gospel of John. Moltmann quotes 1 John 4:16 where it was written “God is love
.” However, Moltman goes further to connect this theology of love and Holy Spirit to the theological concept of creative love as the ultimate suffering love that God gives to the world. This creative love ideology Moltmann explains it in connection with God as “the highest forms of his creative love, which desires free fellowship with the world and free response in the world.” This means that the suffering of God’s love within the actions of Christ is continually bound to creation
.
Gerald O’Collins’ theological understanding of the Holy Spirit within the Trinity is different than the first couple of theologians we have looked at thus far. According to O’Collins, the Holy Spirit is the agent that begins the eschatological work of the Trinity. The Holy Spirit does this through developing relationships between the human soul and Jesus Christ, amongst humans, and between the entire created world and the God. O’ Collins wrote the following on the understanding of the Holy Spirit and its job within the world:
“We can sum up much of this activity of the Spirit as bringing Jesus to be ‘with us, for us, and in us.’ Through empowering the whole Jesus story, the Spirit makes him with us through the incarnation, for us in his life and ministry, and in us as risen from the dead.”
This understanding of the Holy Spirit can also be connected to the understanding of the Holy Spirit as love. If we understand the God loves creation so much that the Holy Spirit speaks to what is already been written on our hearts during the conversion process to point to Jesus Christ and the salvation that was given to us all during his death and resurrection
.

After understanding what a few theologians believe the mission of the Trinity is within the economy of the Holy Spirit, we can now look at the conversion process that the Holy Spirit does upon our hearts and souls in relation to coming to the truth of Christ. We can see this first beginning within the Synoptic Gospels. People and evil spirits reveal out loud the reality of Christ being the Son of God. Within the people who followed Christ after claiming him to be the Son of God, we can see that this action is the conversion of the Holy Spirit who is speaking to what is already written upon their hearts. 

We can see the proof of the mission of the Holy Spirit all over the Gospels. There is the example in Matthew 8:5-13 when the Roman centurion comes appealing to Jesus on behalf of his paralyzed servant. 
When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing to him and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible distress.” And he said to him, “I will come and cure him.” The centurion answered, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; but only speak the word, and my servant will be healed. For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and the slave does it.” When Jesus heard him, he was amazed and said to those who followed him, “Truly I tell you in no one in Israel have I found such faith. I tell you, many will come from east and west and will eat with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the heirs of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for you according to your faith.” And the servant was healed in that hour
.

As we can see in this passage the Roman centurion is not one of the holy priesthood and in fact isn’t even Jewish. Instead, this is a Roman who would have worshipped his own nation’s gods, but instead is here appealing to Christ for salvation. This is a biblical indication that the Holy Spirit spoke to the truth that was already written upon his heart. This soldier is asking for Jesus Christ’s intercession on behalf of his servant because he already has been told through the power of the Holy Spirit that Jesus is Lord. 

Another example of proof that the Holy Spirit is converting human hearts to the reality of Christ is in Mark 7:24-30. In this particular story Jesus meets a Gentile woman of Syrophoenician origin who comes to beg Christ for help for her daughter who has been possessed by a demon. She comes to Jesus after only merely hearing about him to petition him for his saving miracle.
From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go – the demon has left your daughter.” So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone
.
Here within this passage we see that the woman, whom again is not Jewish, merely hears about Jesus and comes believing whole heartedly in him. This points to the mission of the Holy Spirit; the mission of conversion of what has been previously written upon our hearts and souls. 

Beyond these two examples there are many more countless ones where Jews, Gentiles, and demons alike testify through word and action that Jesus is Lord. These examples within the biblical text point to the truth of the mission of the Holy Spirit: to convert us to the mysterious Holy Trinity and to reveal the truth of Jesus Christ. After looking at these two examples we can now see where the theology of the Holy Spirit’s nature within the economy of the Trinity is proven within scripture. The majority of the theologians that were looked at here spoke about the Holy Spirit as being the love between the Father and Son. We can see this played out within the New Testament text. As the Father sends His Son to the created world to tell about the Father, the Holy Spirit, the love between them, comes down to do the conversion needed to get humanity in line with God’s will. 

As O’Collin’s put it, the Holy Spirit’s doing the eschatological work of the Trinity
. The Holy Spirit’s mission is to make connections between humanity and the Holy Trinity. This is done through conversion to the Holy Trinity. Further incorporating the theology of love to the Gospel is a powerful one. It makes the salvation of Christ that much more powerful. God so loved the world that He gave His only Son. In turn the Son loved the Father and taught about the reality of God. How could this message have been believed so easily and quickly by those that were not a part of the chosen if it had not been for the Holy Spirit doing its mission within our hearts? This is a mission of love for the Holy Spirit in relation to the rest of the persons of the Trinity.


This mission of love by the Holy Spirit within us should be the basis for how we approach being the agents of conversion. Trying to convert people to Christianity should be a mission of love. We should try our best to echo the reality that is occurring within the economy of the Trinity as we proclaim the truth of God. Love, not the fire hose, will bring people to God and to the way, truth, and life of Christ. The Holy Spirit, the love of God, will continually be the reason why people convert. If we want to help, then we too must live in love. Jesus taught us that the greatest of the commandments was to love our neighbor. If we are attempting to be agents of conversion through any other way but love then we will be going against what the Holy Spirit is trying to accomplish.

Mission is not about increasing membership in certain parishes or denominations. Mission is about showing others the love of God. The Holy Spirit is already lovingly speaking to what has already been written on everyone’s hearts and minds. We must look to the Holy Trinity and listen to God’s will as we go ahead in our Christian mission of proclaiming the word. The Holy Spirit is speaking to their hearts. We must lovingly speak to their ears as we proclaim Christ and the salvation that we have all received from his death and resurrection. Only then can we become a missional people within the sight of God.
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