WOVEN in CHRIST

Lent Midweek

2010

Our weaving begins with the frame of our lives and the warp representing God’s presence holding all things together. The first color woven is red, symbolizing the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Each week we conclude with writing words on the lavender ribbon, reflections of the theme. The color red repeats each week as a reminder of the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit. (Photos available to view at htlcmi.org. Click photo album).

I had constructed four simple weaving frames and collected a variety of fabric (cut into strips of varying widths), yarn, ribbons, and string. Following a shared soup supper, midweek Lenten worship was a simple liturgy, with the ‘message’ being brief reflections on select Biblical or other readings and then a time to weave. All ages participated and both men and women. It was fun to hear the stories and laughter and sharing that accompanied the time of weaving.

The weft material was piled on tables and the looms laid flat and people gathered around them. It was simple and fun. The greatest challenge was putting it all together for Holy week. The theme continued with Maundy Thursday and being woven together (re-membered) by the gift of Holy Communion. I used colors of wheat and wine and connected the four weavings before worship. For Good Friday I cut a large cross diagonally across all four quadrants and backed it with a deep scarlet. On Easter the cross was gold, dimensional replacing the Good Friday cross.

Woven Together

Woven together: in time, in song, in prayer, in Word
Brief Liturgy

Music “The Weaver’s Shuttle” (sing verses 1-3)

Prayer/litany

Reading(s)

Reflection/Activity

Prayer

Music “The Weaver’s Shuttle” (vs 4-5)

Ash Wednesday 
Woven Together in Christ
frame present, warped in worship…

Maundy Thursday 
Woven Together in Christ
weavings united

Good Friday

Marked by the Cross

tear/rip open

Easter


Woven Together in Christ
cross in gold/white

Week 1 
Woven Together in Creation

Week 2
Woven Together in Confession

Week 3
Woven Together in Community

Week 4
Woven Together in Caring

Week 5
Woven Together in Call

Weaving frame(s), warp-weft…

Weaving matter: ribbons, yarn, string, fabric strips, paper

Table Talk questions during meal…

Gracious God, when I begin unraveling, unable to cope with the stress in my life, gather the tatters and weave them into wholeness again. Make me bold enough to look past the bad in a situation and unearth the good at the center of our being. I ask this for the sake of your love. Amen.

(source unknown)
1) Woven together in Creation

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth…

Day one – light/day – dark/night. Evening and morning first day…

Day two – sky

Day three – earth, sea, plants. And God saw that this was good.

Day four – sun and moon and stars. And God saw that this was good.

Day five – sea creatures, birds. God saw this was good and blessed them.

Day six – living things on earth – animals and all things that crawl on earth. God saw this was good. Human kind in God’s image, blessed and given all creation to care for and enjoy.

God looked at all of this creation and proclaimed this was good – very good.

Evening and morning the sixth day.

Day seven – God rested. God blessed the seventh day and called it sacred because on it God rested from all the work of creation.

Lent – turn from ourselves to God and others… a new creation. God makes all things new.

God looked at the world. God looked at everything and said… “It is good.”

Begins with the Holy Spirit (red hand spun yarn woven at start of each week)…

Select weft reflecting favorite place, favorite person. Someone/something/ some place you would look at and say “It is good.”

Word written on ribbon, ribbon woven last… word reflects your chosen weft, what is good.

Table Talk:

What is good in your life?

In the beginning, God created… what is your favorite thing God created? Why?

You are made in the image of God. In what ways do you create?

On the seventh day God rested from work. What is one way you rest from work? What is your favorite way to play?

2) Woven together in Confession 

If we say we are without sin, we lie, and the truth is not in us. But if we admit our sins, God, the faithful and just One, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all injustice. If we say we have not sinned, we call God a liar and show that God’s Word is not in us.  1 John 1:8-10 (The Inclusive Bible)

Psalm 51 (The Message)

Creation does not stay simply good. We mess up… hurt ourselves. We hurt others. We do harm to the creation.

Sometimes, things get in the way of our relationship with God. Create in me a clean heart, wash me…

Saint and sinner… baptized, claimed and loved by God forever… it is good. And acknowledging that we fail. Not yet what God intends us to be.

Select a weft reflecting: What interferes in my relationship with God? With others? 

Word written on ribbon – something that gets in the way of your relationship with God and/or others.

God, you already know me and love me for who I am. Help me to believe in my belovedness before you. Amen

Table Talk:

Why is saying ‘sorry’ important?

What is one way that God’s good creation has been messed up?

What’s the best way to clean up a mess?

If you could ‘clean up’ one thing in the world, what would it be and why?

How often do you do laundry? What happens if you wait too long? 

3) Woven together in Community
importance of relationship, God with us. 

Ephesians 2:4-10,13-22, 4:1-7, 11-16

Colossians 3:12-17

Creation good, confession of our brokenness, pain, hurt… difficult to live life of faith. Baptism into a community. We hold one another, support one another, learn from one another.

Another aspect of community: Share our gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) common good. 

Weft(s) selected to reflect something of family or other ‘community’ (group) that has been important to you. Second weft reflects the gifts you bring to community.

Word written on ribbon – name the community, name your gift

Table Talk:

How do you know when someone cares about you?

What is the best thing about being part of a family? What is the most difficult?

Do you have any brothers or sisters in your family? If so, what is your favorite memory about them?

By our baptism, we are brothers and sisters in Christ. Share one memory about a ‘faith’ brother or sister.

How have other people helped you in your life? How have you helped others?

What do you do well? How do you share that with others?

4) Woven together in Caring

giving, reaching out, forgiveness, 

Out of our relationship with God and one another, not only in this community but with all humankind… Created in the image of God, generous, creative, loving, giving… we care…

What does the Lord require of you, but to do mercy, love kindness and walk humbly with your God.
Micah 6:8

Jesus said… greatest commandment: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and mind and strength and your neighbor as yourself.

Ephesians 2:8-10

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word.  --2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

Weft selected to reflect how you care in your life (community of faith, family, neighborhood, work place, global)

Word written on ribbon – way you care

Table Talk:

What is your favorite way to show someone you care for them?

If you had to write a definition for ‘care’ what would it be?

Why do you care?

What ‘good works’ do you think God prepared beforehand for you?

Share some ways you might love your neighbor as yourself? What if the neighbor is nearby? Far away?

5) Woven together in Call

future, imagine, purpose, self-community,

Psalm 139; Ephesians 2:19-22
Excuses: too young, can’t speak, weak and small, wrong people –tax collectors, fisher folk, shepherds (Jeremiah 1:4-8; Exodus 4:10, Judges 6:15, Isaiah 6:8 (Here I am send me!) God will use the unlike to accomplish God’s work. God will use you.

Words from Martin Luther on vocation and call.

Weft selected to reflect how you ‘do’ God’s work. What is your call?

Word written on ribbon – your call

Table Talk:

What kind of excuse have you used to get out of doing something?

Why do you think God used the young, weak, tongue-tied and outcasts?

How do you do God’s work in your daily life?

When the phone rings at Holy Trinity, I answer in this way, “Good morning, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. This is Pastor Deanna, how may I help you?” What if we answered God’s call to us in the same way – How may I help you? What might God ask of you, knowing your strengths, interests
