God Grew Tired of Us Discussion Questions

A few facts from the film:

· 2 million people have been killed since Sudan’s civil war started in 1983 (that’s more than the total casualties for all of America’s wars and conflicts).

· The Lost Boys had to walk 1,000 miles in order to escape the war in Sudan.

· The boys spent five years (1987-1992) fleeing the conflict in their home country and the next ten years in the refugee camp at Kakuma in Kenya.

1. What scene(s) stood out to you? Why?

2. Was there anything that surprised you as you watched the film?

3. What were you doing during the years that the Lost Boys spent fleeing their country--1987-1992? What was your life like during that time period?

4. What would it be like if you were forced to flee your home? 

5. How would you feel in the refugee camp situation? How would it affect you to be stuck in that camp for ten years? In the film, John says, “Life here in Kakuma here is just that you are waiting for your grave.” What would it be like to live in that situation as a teenager or young adult? How is that different from the way you live or lived as a teenager?

6. When he was recalling what it had been like in Africa, John said, “It was like God felt tired of people on earth here, tired of the bad deeds, the bad thing we are doing, yet God is watching on us. I thought God got tired of us and he want to finish us.” What stories/passages from the Bible come to mind when you hear this? What promises of God can you think of that apply to what John said (hint: what about today’s gospel reading – Matthew 5:1-12)?

7. What were some of the difficulties the Lost Boys faced when they came to the U.S.? What are some other difficulties you think the refugees who have settled in Sioux Falls might face?

8. How were the boys’ lives better when they got to America? How were they worse?

9. How does this film make you feel as an American? As a Christian?

10. As a Lutheran, what do you think of John’s statement, “I believe as a person people have different talents and all those talents are serving the community. God does not create me as very tall person for nothing. I have a role to play. I had a duty to do. I was not just born like that. But I was born to do something”?

From the ELCA:

Sudan - Prayer Ventures

http://archive.elca.org/countrypackets/sudan/pray.html

For the church

Merciful God, we thank you for the church in Sudan. Protect the church in the midst of persecution and challenges, that it may continue to spread the Good News about your love and compassion.

For current needs

Gracious God, we pray for everyone in Sudan as they continue to strive for peace and justice. Strengthen them in their efforts and help them find ways toward reconciliation. Give comfort to those who have been displaced from homes. Give strength to those who are caught in the midst of famine and drought.

For those serving

Great and Loving God, we ask for your continuing support of the work done by relief workers, especially those representing church organizations. Help them in their work as they share the Good News of your everlasting love and forgiveness. Guide them as they work amidst difficult conditions.

For global relationships

God of compassion, we give thanks for your children all across the earth and for the opportunities we have to develop more personal relationships with our global Christian neighbors. We are grateful for the opportunity to reach out to our Sudanese brothers and sisters through prayer and communication, that we might find new meaning in these global connections. Strengthen us in that ministry and help us reach out in a mission of peace.

For church leadership

God of Wisdom, your insight and guidance fill our lives. Show us new ways to understand your power and presence within us. Thank you for the church in Sudan and for those who continue to share your message. Help those preaching and ministering to the members of the church, that they might understand and share the Holy Gospel in order to strengthen your ministry in Sudan.

For open hearts

God our Creator, you make all people part of your family. You make all that is good in our lives and fill us with your everlasting love. Bless us as we learn more about our sisters and brothers in Africa. Help us to embrace our common blessing in serving you. Open our eyes to the gifts you give us in each other. Guide us to build bridges between our cultures and our churches. We ask these things in the name we name together, your precious Son, Jesus Christ.

