Youth Group Study 

This is a study for youth.  

Music expresses our feelings as well as our emotions in different ways. There are many different types of music with varied genres. There is classical music, rock, jazz, metal, rap, folk, Christian etc.  Music can touch the core of the heart, the soul and music can be an expression of an event in our lives. 

In this lesson we will explore and dialogue about popular and secular music.

Group discussion:

How does music play a role in everyday life?.  Where do you see music videos?, Where do you hear music  playing?  Where do you see music?  How has music invaded our culture?  What influence does music have in our society? What would a movie or a commercial be without music?  Name places that you hear music. 

In Small groups:

In small groups list out some of your favorite music groups and performers.  Next to each group or performer listed add what genre of music these are.  Pop, Rock, Alternative Jazz, country, Christian etc. 

Report out to other groups

Individual exercise:

1. In your opinion what do Christian adults think about secular music?  
2. What is the reason that you listen to music? (Choose one)

· I listen to secular music because of the sound

· I listen to music to get a better mood

· I listen to music to fit in with friends

· Music is just a part of who I am

· The lyrics of music don’t affect me

3. Put an (A) for statements you agree with, Put a (D) for statements you disagree with

___ Music is a good source of information about life

___ Secular music is neither good nor bad

___ Music has little power to change the world

___ Adults should protect kids from secular music

___ Some music causes kids to commit crimes

___ Secular music is inspired by Satan

___ Identity is created by music

4. Should parents be concerned about the music that youth listens too?

Group activity:

Use flip charts have the youth to name five popular songs.  Rate each lyric for a Christian.  Use five individuals to mark whether a song is (A) Acceptable, (H) Harmless, (Q) Questionable, (U) Unhealthy/ sinful.

Show Kanye West “Jesus walks with me” video. Have each youth put an X on the grid to represent their thoughts about the video.  Group discussion on why they marked what they marked. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpzRPa1I81o&fmt=18&annotation_id=annotation_146929&feature=iv

Acceptable

     Harmless

       Questionable

          Unhealthy / Sinful

Show Eminem’s  “I’m not afraid” video. Have each youth put an X on the grid to represent their thoughts about the video.  Group discussion on why they marked what they marked. Ask what they are willing to stand for in the name of Jesus Christ.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j5-yKhDd64s


Acceptable

     Harmless

       Questionable

          Unhealthy / Sinful

Take a look at scripture from the bible.  In Groups look up these scriptures and fill in the blanks.

1. According to Ephesians 5:19, our songs should be “____________ and hymns and spiritual songs.”

2. Colossians 3:16 tells us further to teach and admonish “one another in ____________ and hymns and spiritual songs.”

Note: What is a psalm? Look at the following verses to discover the answer.

3. Psalm 98:5 says to “Sing unto the Lord with the harp; with the harp, and the __________ of a psalm.”

4. According to Psalm 105:2, we are to “Sing unto him, ________ psalms unto him: talk ye of all his wondrous works.”

5. James 5:13 tells us that an afflicted person should pray, and a merry person should “________ psalms.”
Large Group of Discussion on the scriptures read and the two music videos.

The Closing

Listening to popular music isn’t good or bad.  Some of the music is bad because of the violent content, sexual themes and other negative messages.  I am encouraging you to be discerning with the music you listen to.  Think about how music influences you and how music can draw you from Christ.

Closing Prayer

As for a youth volunteer to lead the group in prayer
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