Palm Sunday Passion

This is a very minimalistic passion narrative that can be done with a variety of different age groups. Originally done at Augustana Chapel, Palm Sunday 2010 with college students.

The point of this passion narrative is to tell the story as the Gospel of Mark records it. Only the narration and dialogue is included. Includes the sharing of the Eucharist. If possible, use lighting to add dramatic effect. The congregation acts as the crowd throughout the drama.

The point of this drama is its simplicity. However, there are two songs within the service and the song on the way to the cross is vital. We used “He Is Exalted” after the Palm Sunday reading was read and then “Take Up Your Cross” for the song on the way to the cross station. It is suggested that there is a group of singers within the acting group to sing the song, sort of a “surprise” to the congregation.

Parts

Person 1

Person 2

Narrator

Jesus

Disciple 1

Simon Peter

Judas

Sleeping disciples

Council Person

Pilate

Criminal 1

Criminal 2

Joseph

(If able) Gather outside to read processional Gospel. 
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL






Luke 19:28–40

After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, "Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' just say this, 'The Lord needs it.'" So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you untying the colt?" They said, "The Lord needs it." Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, saying,

"Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”

“Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!"

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, order your disciples to stop." He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out."

After the conclusion of the reading, enter the sanctuary while singing “He Is Exalted.”

Walk in towards first station (altar) and continue with the passion narrative:

THE DRAMA

Narrator: When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him.

Jesus: "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God."

Take cup and give thanks.

"Take this and divide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes."

Take bread, break it and give thanks.

"This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."

Pick up cup again, put back down before end of dialogue.

"This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.”

Commune around around the altar. After the meal, continue dialogue.
But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!"

Disciple 1: But who would do this? Certainly nobody present. I know it is not I.

Simon Peter: Teacher, I am your most devout follower, it cannot be I.

Jesus: "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called benefactors. But not so with you; rather the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. You are those who have stood by me in my trials; and I confer on you, just as my Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on

thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers."

Simon Peter: "Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death!"

Jesus: "I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day, until you have denied three times that you know me." "When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack anything?"

Disciple 1 & Simon Peter: "No, not a thing."

Jesus: "But now, the one who has a purse must take it, and likewise a bag. And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak and buy one. For I tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in me, 'And he was counted among the lawless'; and indeed what is written about me is being fulfilled."

Disciple 1: "Lord, look, here are two swords."

Ann: "It is enough."

Light goes out on current station and lights up station 2.

Jesus: "Pray that you may not come into the time of trial."

Jesus moves about 10 feet away, kneels, and prays—disciples fall asleep.

“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done. Walk to disciples and act upset as Jesus finds them sleeping: "Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of trial."

Judas moves out from the crowd to kiss the hand of Jesus.
"Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?"

Sleeping Disciples: "Lord, should we strike with the sword?"

One strikes the ear of someone coming to take Jesus.
Jesus: "No more of this!"

Jesus touches where the person was struck & pain is gone, saying to those accompanying.

"Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I were a bandit? When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!"

People take a hold of Jesus and lights go out. Station 3 lights up. Peter is alone, crowd moves toward him.
Person 1: "This man also was with him."

Simon Peter: "Woman, I do not know him."

Person 2: "You also are one of them."

Simon Peter: "Man, I am not!"

Person 1: "Surely this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean."

Simon Peter: "Man, I do not know what you are talking about!"

Rooster crows and Peter runs and begins to weep, lights out. Lights on station 4 go up.

People beating Jesus saying: "Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?"

Council person: "If you are the Messiah, tell us."

Jesus: "If I tell you, you will not believe; and if I question you, you will not answer. But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God."

Council person: "Are you, then, the Son of God?"

Jesus: "You say that I am."

Council person: "What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!"

Council person leads Jesus to Pilate. Lights go out and lights go up at station 5 where Jesus stands before Pilate, crowd watches on.

Council person: "We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king."

Pilate: "Are you the king of the Jews?"

Jesus: "You say so."

Pilate (turning to crowd): "I find no basis for an accusation against this man."

Council person: "He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place."

Pilate: "You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here I have examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. I will therefore have him flogged and release him."

Person 1: "Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us!"

Pilate: "Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release him."

Person 2: "Crucify, crucify him!”

Crowd: “Crucify him!”

Give Jesus a cross, lights out on station 5. Station 6 is lit up and Jesus and crowd walk towards spotlight. As moving to station 6, sing “Take Up Your Cross” a capella.

Jesus: "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, 'Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.' Then they will begin to say to the mountains, 'Fall on us'; and to the hills, 'Cover us.' For if they do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?"

Jesus moves back to the altar. Behind altar, three people stand on chairs, arms in the air, Jesus in the middle.

Jesus: "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”

Person 1: "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!"

Criminal: "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”

Other Criminal: "Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."

Jesus: "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise."

Silence. Don’t be afraid to make people uncomfortable.

Jesus: "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.”

Jesus takes last breath and hangs head. After a shorter silence, Person 2 speaks up.

Person 2: "Certainly this man was innocent.”

Joseph approaches Jesus, takes the body and places it upon the altar. More silence. Joseph looks up and says to the crowd in a loud voice, “GO!”
