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Three dialogues between Joseph (J) and an Angel (A).  The Angel could be Gabriel or another name, especially if played by a woman.
Week 1: Genealogy

Week 2: Decision to marry Mary

Week 3: Magi & Herod
Week 4: Return from Egypt

Each skit is preceded by the designated reading.  The reading and skit are presented in the center of the Evening Prayer service.

Week 1

 Mathew 1:1-16
A
Hello, Joseph.

J
(looking around) Uh, hello.  Do I know you?

A
We haven’t met before.  My name is Gabriel.

J
Gabriel.  Well, it’s nice to meet you, but I’m kind of confused.  The last thing I remember was going to bed after a VERY long and disturbing day.  I’m not quite sure where I am or how I got here.

A
You are still in bed.  I have come to you in your dream.

J
A dream?!  I must say this is the most vivid dream I’ve ever had!  So, none of this is real.  (in a lower voice) I wish parts of my life weren’t real either.

A
Oh, I am very real and the message I have for you is very real and very important.

J
A message?

A
Don’t be afraid.

J
This is strange, but you aren’t very scary.  So what’s the message?

A
That is the message.  Don’t be afraid.

J
Afraid?  Afraid of what?

A
Don’t be afraid to do all that God will be asking of you.  You have been chosen for an important purpose.  You will face ridicule and even threats on your life and on the lives of your family.  But don’t be afraid.  God is with you.

J
Whoa!  Wait a minute.  I’m in no position to take on one more thing!  You have no idea what I’ve been through today.  I thought my life was in order and then everything turned upside down.  And besides, I don’t even have a family!  

Why would God choose me anyway?  I’m just an ordinary carpenter.

A
God chose you, Joseph.  God chose you long ago.  You are part of a plan that began with Abraham.  You are a son of David, from whom the promised Messiah will descend.

J
(muttering) This is the craziest dream I’ve ever had!

A
Just relax a minute and I will explain.


Joseph, you come from a long line of chosen people that God has called to fulfill God’s promises.  I’ll begin with Abraham whom God called to leave Ur and become the father of many nations in a new land.  Abraham was the father of Isaac and Isaac the father of Jacob, the one who wrestled with God and was renamed Israel, the name of the people  to whom you belong.

Jacob was the father of Judah and his brothers, including Joseph—who also had vivid dreams, by the way, and who God used to save the people of Egypt and Jacob’s family from famine.


Judah was the father of the northern territory of the nation of Israel and from him came a long line of servants of God, including Jesse the father of King David.

J
My father told me we were descended from David, but look how far we’ve fallen from that glorious time!  I’m a lowly carpenter.  What purpose could I serve?

A
God’s people were sent into exile in Babylon and were returned to the land God promised.  The time has come for another promise to be fulfilled…through Mary.

J
Mary?!  Let me tell you about Mary!
A
No, Joseph, let me tell you about Mary.  She will also be a servant of God, just as many other faithful women from your ancestry.


Tamar and Rahab, Ruth and Bathsheba were all mothers of your ancestors, but none would seem worthy by their own lineage or lifestyle.  If God chose these women, why would you question Mary’s worthiness?

J
This is all so overwhelming.

A
I’m sure it is.  I’ll let you rest a bit.  There is more for you to know, but rest now trusting in God’s faith in you as his child and his servant.

Week 2

Matthew 1:18-25
A
Joseph, how are you feeling?

J
Oh, hello, Gabriel.  Am I still dreaming?

A
Yes.

J
OK, well, I think I’m ready to hear about what God wants me to do.

A
Do you remember my first message for you?
J
Yes.  “Don’t be afraid.”

A
Right.  Here is the rest.  Don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife.

J
I was afraid you were going to say that.  Do you realize what this means?  She is already pregnant and we haven’t lived together yet.  If I release her from the engagement it puts us both in a better position in the community.  And that’s what God’s law says to do anyway. 


I’m trying to be faithful to the Law.  I love God and I love Mary.  If I marry her, people will think I am being unfaithful to God.  If I don’t marry her, she will think I don’t love her.  I’m stuck!

A
God knows your heart, Joseph.  You have shown your devotion and God knows that this is a difficult thing for you to do.  But this is no ordinary child, for he has been conceived by the Holy Spirit.
J
What?!  How can that be?

A
Ah, Joseph, remember the stories of old.  God has done amazing things that cannot be explained.  What are some of your favorite stories of the faith from your childhood?

J
The stories of Moses are some of my favorites!

A
Yes!  Remember how Moses’ life began?

J
His mother saved him from Pharaoh’s execution edict on the Israelite boys by putting him in a reed basket in the river where Pharaoh’s daughter found him and raised him as her own.

A
Yes, two amazing women acted out of love against the law of the land.  Strong women…like Mary.

J
Hmmm.  Later, Moses risked his life when he killed the Egyptian who beat up the Hebrew slave.

A
Moses escape to the wilderness where he started a new life.

J
That’s where God spoke to him from a burning bush!  I love that part!

A
Can you explain how that bush burned but was not consumed?

J
Well, no.

A
And from that bush God called Moses to free his people from slavery.  Moses felt like you, unworthy and without the skills to do what was being asked of him.  But he answered God’s call and freed God’s people.

J
Well, God did most of the work with all those amazing plagues!  Frogs, locusts, the river turning to blood—that would have been incredible to witness!

A
Can you explain those events, Joseph?

J
Uh, no.

A
Then there was the escape, the parting of the sea, the manna in the wilderness—can you explain any of those?
J
OK…I get your point.

A
The most important part of all those stories is that God was with Moses and the people of Israel through all of those difficult, frightening events.


And God promises to be with you, too, Joseph.  Mary will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.

J
Jesus.  He who saves.

A
Do you remember the words of Isaiah?  “Therefore the LORD himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.”  Immanuel means “God is with us.”

J
(pondering) God is with us.

A
It is time for you to wake up, Joseph.

J
But I am afraid.

A
Don’t be afraid.  God is with you.  I will visit you again.  Trust in God.  You are not alone.  Remember how God gave Moses his brother Aaron to partner with him as he followed God’s call.  God has given you and Mary to each other.  Trust the gift of that partnership and rely on each of your strengths.

Week 3 

Matthew 2:1-15
A
Hello, Joseph.

J
Gabriel! Is that you?  It’s good to see you again!

A
I’m glad to see you, too, Joseph.

J
So much has happened in the last year.

A
Tell me all about it!

J
Well, I did as God said and received Mary as my wife.  You were right, Gabriel.  She is a wonderful partner and a beautiful mother.  Have you seen Jesus?

A
Oh, yes.

J
I had no idea how a child could change—well—everything!  My life has changed now that I have Mary and Jesus to care for.  But I have changed, too.  I am filled with more love and hope and joy than I could have ever imagined!

A
It is great to see you so happy, Joseph.  God’s gifts often bring more than we expect.

J
Speaking of gifts, last week we had the most unusual visitors.  They came from…well, I’m not exactly sure where they came from…from the East somewhere.  They dressed in strange clothes and spoke with an odd accent.  Some might call them magi because they study the stars.

A
What did they want?

J
They came to worship Jesus!  Here we were in our little house in Bethlehem and these wise, learned men from another country seemed to know that Jesus was a special child.  So special that they bowed down when they came in the house.  And they presented Jesus with gifts fit for a king!

A
How did they find you?

J
They said they got some help from King Herod, but they also said they followed a star!  Can you believe that?!

A
(smiling)

J
Oh…that would be another one of those God things that can’t be explained.

A
You’re learning Joseph.

J
Then they said that King Herod wants to come and worship Jesus, too!  It’s one thing to have people just show up to see Jesus, but now that we know Herod is coming we’ll want to get ready somehow.

A
Hold on, Joseph.  Herod does not want to worship Jesus.

J
I thought that seemed strange, but then I got to thinking.  Herod’s mother was Jewish so that makes Herod part Jewish.  The magi said that Herod consulted with the chief priests and the scribes to help them find us, so I figured he realized that Jesus was the Messiah.

A
King Herod only uses his Jewish heritage when it benefits him.  That keeps him in the good graces of the high priest and keeps order in Judea.  Herod feels very threatened by the idea that another king might rise up to overthrow him.  He is looking for Jesus in order to kill him.
J
What do we do now?

A
That’s why I came, Joseph.  I have already visited the magi in their dreams to warn them about Herod.  They are going home by another way.  That will buy you some time, but you need to take Mary and Jesus and go to Egypt.

J
Egypt?  Are you kidding?  Isn’t there some other place we can be safe?

A
Herod has no power in Egypt.  You will be safe there.

Remember the last time we spoke, we recounted God’s amazing acts through Moses and Aaron.  Do you recall how God’s people got to Egypt in the first place?

J
Joseph—the eleventh son of Jacob—was there after his brothers sold him into slavery.  Oh, I think I see where this is going.

Joseph was taken to Egypt and there God raised him up to a position of power that allowed Jacob and his family to be saved.

A
Yes, Joseph, and now you must take God’s Son, Jesus—he who saves—to Egypt.  God’s purpose will be fulfilled through your obedience.

J
How long will we be there?

A
Don’t worry, Joseph.  I will come to you again when it is time to return.

J
Mary and I have made a life for ourselves here in Bethlehem.  I’ll be giving up everything to do this, Gabriel.

A
Not everything, Joseph.  You have Mary.  You have the gifts and skills God gave you to make a living for your family.  And you have Jesus, Immanuel—God with us.  He is your reminder that God journeys with you wherever you are called.


Don’t be afraid, Joseph.  God is with you.
Week 4

Matthew 2:16-23
A
Well, Joseph, you’ve made it back home.
J
Oh, Gabriel, are we really home?  We were hoping to go back to Bethlehem.  That’s where our family and friends are.  Besides, since Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of David, shouldn’t we be in Bethlehem—David’s home town?

A
That does make some sense, but God has purposes that sometimes don’t seem logical to people.

J
That’s for sure.  We were not excited to go to Egypt, but we knew we had to obey to keep Jesus safe from Herod.  

A
You have been obedient, Joseph.  God has had faith in you to follow his commands.  You have shown your righteousness in your obedience.

J
Yes, but all those other children died while Herod was looking for Jesus.  We were crushed when we heard about the killing of so many innocent baby boys.  You should have heard Mary’s cries of anguish.

A
God heard them, Joseph.  It was a terrible time.  There is evil in this world.  But remember, God is doing a new thing through the life of His Son.  Jesus will save his people from their sins.

J
We are glad to be out of Egypt, but why did God send us to Galilee—AND this obscure town of Nazareth.  When you told us it was time to return to Israel we were hoping for a less eventful trip!

A
I know, but before Herod died he divided his kingdom into three territories, one for each of his sons.  Archelaus is ruling over Judea.  He is a more ruthless king than his father.  It was not safe for you to return to Bethlehem, so God sent you to Galilee.
J
Is Nazareth a place we can stay and be safe?  Mary and I are tired of looking over our shoulders for whatever evil or danger might come to threaten Jesus.  
A
There will always be those who will not believe that Jesus has come to the world to save them.  He will be despised and rejected by many.

J
What a burden for one person to carry.  How can I protect him from that kind of life?
A
God has been protecting Jesus—and you and Mary—all along.  

J
Yes, I know.  But Nazareth?  It’s not a very big town, but it is VERY busy!  There is a major caravan route just over the hill.  People from all different countries and cultures pass by here every day.

A
In these next years, Jesus will need to see the world, even if it is just through the people passing by your town.  He is the promised Messiah, come to save his people from their sins.  As he grows up, he will meet many interesting and diverse people.  It is not just the people of Israel he will save.   All those who come to believe that he is the Son of God and follow his teachings will be saved from evil and sin and even death.

J
I’m not sure I understand all that Gabriel.  But I know that when I look into Jesus’ eyes I see a love that I have never known before.  Mary and I are teaching him the stories of God’s people, but somehow he already seems to know them.  In many ways he is teaching us more about God’s love for us than I think we will ever be able to teach him.
A
Listen to him, Joseph.  You and Mary are fine parents.  Teach him your trade and make him do his chores like every other child.  Encourage him to interact with people from all over the world.  He has a heart for the burdens people carry.  These years with you are his preparation for a mission that has never been seen before.
J
It feels a bit like we are in our own exile or wilderness.  This town is so different from our home in Bethlehem.  But Mary and I trust that God is with us no matter where we live.  We will set aside our expectations to obey God’s plan because we know that God will bring new life in our dry places.  
A
Continue to trust in God as your ancestors did, Joseph.  God brought water and manna in the desert.  God pulled Joseph out of prison and used him to save two nations.  God is with you, too.  When the Holy Spirit breathed life into Mary’s womb, new life was promised for the whole world.  And you, Joseph…you are right in the middle of it all!

J
Thank you, Gabriel.  I am grateful and humbled to have been chosen by God.   I’ve enjoyed our visits.  I hope I’ll see you again soon.

A
I don’t think so Joseph.  You are where you need to be.  Live a faithful life and know that you are blessed to be a blessing.  

J
Thanks be to God!
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