Children’s sermon for texts involving shepherds and sheep, showing God as a shepherd
How many of you have ever been around sheep? What do you like about sheep? 

I’ve seen my fair share of sheep. They’re not the brightest animals. What sound do they make? I’d like to hear you all sound like a flock of sheep for a few moments. (Wait and encourage the sound of a flock of sheep.) Sheep bleat when they’re scared, or hungry, or bothered, or just about any other time.
In a bit we’re going to hear about how shepherds treat their sheep. What does a shepherd do?

We’re going to play a quick game of hide-and-go-seek – sheep style. I need one shepherd, and the rest of you will be sheep. I’ll have the shepherd turn around while the rest of you sheep go “get lost” in the pews. When you’re all hiding, I’ll have the shepherd turn around. When I tell you, start bleating, and don’t stop until you see the shepherd and you are brought back to the front. Unfortunately, we’re running on a tight budget, so the shepherd will be without the aid of a sheep dog. 

(Encourage the sheep to keep bleating. Once they’ve all been found, continue.)

Now that you’ve all been found by the shepherd, the reason for that game was to show you how God – who is like a shepherd – is always trying to round us up and keep us safe. We are the not-so-bright sheep. It’s pretty tough to get lost in the pews, but we still find a way sometimes. 

Let us pray. 

Lord, please always keep your sheep close to you and keep bringing us back when we get lost. And all God’s children said, “Amen!”

