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Lesson Plan on Christmas

Concept: The Birth Narrative and the True Meaning of Christmas
Scripture Passage: “Jesus is Born” from The Little Kid’s Adventure Bible (Luke 2; Matthew 2)

Age Group: Late School Years (9-11)
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, students will:


1. … Gain a further understanding of the Birth Narrative of Jesus (Cognitive)


2. …Deepen their love for Christ as an innocent baby (Affective)

3. …Be able to share the birth narrative with others (Behavioral) 

Assessment: Questioning their knowledge of the birth narrative and observing the children can assess these objectives. 
Materials: computer, “Christmas Jeopardy” PowerPoint, LCD projector, candy canes (enough for each student), nativity set with many pieces for the children to play with, note cards with the Bible verses on them, The Little Kid’s Adventure Bible
Hook: Christmas Jeopardy (10-15 minutes) – Good for visual, auditory, and interactive learners

· Set up the computer and LCD projector so that the main background for Christmas jeopardy is displayed as the children come into the classroom

· For those who aren’t familiar with jeopardy, make sure to explain the rules of the game and how scoring works

· Play through the entire game and reward the winning team with two small pieces of Christmas candy and the losing team with one so that everyone gets something.    

Book/Look: The Birth Narrative (10-15 minutes) – Good for auditory and tactile learners

· Set out the nativity set and invite each child to grab a piece of the nativity to play with while the story is being read. 

· Read the attached story, “Jesus is Born”, from the Little Kids Adventure Bible. The section to be read is highlighted. 

· After the story is done, feel free to talk about the story with the children using the following possible questions or those of your own

· What does it mean to belong to the family line of David?

· What is a manger?

· What does it mean that the glory of the Lord shone around the shepherds?

· Why would they be terrified?

· What is a Savior? What do they do?

· What did the shepherds do after seeing baby Jesus that we should do as well?

Took: Candy Cane Story (5 minutes) – Good for visual, auditory, and tactile learners

· Hold up a candy cane or give every child one to hold. Have them describe it to you.

· As they share their observations, tell them how each tells about Jesus Christ.

· Print out the following Bible verses and distribute them among the children

· "the white" - Jesus was pure and holy; He was without sin.

· Hebrews 4:15: For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. "

· The white is also a picture of how God washes our sins away and makes us white as snow when we trust in Jesus as our Saviour.

· Isaiah 1:18: ""Come now, let us reason together," says the Lord. "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool."

· "the red stripes" - the red, of course, is a picture of the blood Jesus shed for each of us; the red stripes depict the stripes on His back as He was beaten

· Isaiah 53:5: "But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. " (KJV)

· "the hardness of the candy" - the hardness represents that Jesus is our "Rock"; if we build our lives upon Him, they will be secure and lasting

· Luke 6:38: "He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. "

· Ephesians 2:20: "built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone."

· 1 Peter 2:6: "For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame."

· "the candy cane's shape" - the candy cane is shaped like a shepherd's staff; the Bible calls Jesus our Good Shepherd who watches over us and cares for us; we are called the sheep of His pasture

· John 10:11: "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep."

· Psalm 100:3: "Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture."

· "upside down candy cane" - if you turn the candy cane upside down though, it makes a J for Jesus!

· Matthew 1:21: "She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."
