Objectives: 
The objective of this learning unit is to have the students leave understanding the three persons of the trinity are all unites in the one God.  Also the students should be able to identify the three persons of God with the three forms of water; Jesus as the ice, the Father as water, and the Holy Spirit as steam.  This would be best used in a Sunday school setting or the lesson could be just as effective in an afterschool program setting.
Time:  


Depending on the amount of students the lesson could take 10-15 minutes.

Materials:

· Bottle of water. (May need multiple bottles of water depending on the number of students).
· Small paper cups. (Any type of cup will do, if paper is not available then plastic, it is not advisable to use glass as it has the potential to break into dangerous shards. There needs to be enough cups for all the students to be able to participate in small groups or individually with a cup).
· Metal spoon. (The spoon needs to be metal as you will be putting it under a flame which will melt plastic and the process will take to long if the spoon is made of ceramic.  If the teacher has help in the class room multiple spoons can be used so that the students can have a better view).
· Candle. (Any type of candle will do as long as the number matches the same number of spoons).

· Matches or a lighter. (Either of these will do the task required, the only purpose is to light the candle, any means that can be used to light the candle could be substituted in their place).
· Salt. (The salt can be normal table salt that you will be adding to an ice and water mixture.  You will need at least 2 table spoons of salt into the cup).

There is an option to pick between the next two materials:

· Ice cube tray. (The ice cube tray will need to be frozen a day ahead of time to allow adequate time for the water to turn to ice.  This process is also highly dependant on the power of the available freezer).
Or

· A bag of ice cubes. (The ice will need to be stored in an appropriate container so that the ice does not melt prematurely.  The ice may also be frozen into a large block and will need to be broken apart prior to the lesson).

Procedure:

1. Begin by dividing the students into groups or individuals depending on the abundance of supplies.
2. Hand out a paper cup to each of the groups or individuals.

3. Hand out an ice cube or chunk to each of the groups or individuals.
4. Have the students hold the ice and get it to begin to melt in their hands. Warning, do not have the students hold the ice for too long as it can cause injury to the skin when overexposed. 

5. Talk to the students about what is happening to the ice. A sample question may be “how do your fingers feel?”  Make sure to talk about how the ice is turning into water because the ice is warming up.

6. Go around the class and pour a small amount of water into each cup.  Talk to the students about how the ice is the same as the water but they are different in temperature.
7. Have the students put their piece of ice into the cup with the water in it.  Ask the students what is doing to happen to the ice and the water.  A sample question could be “do you think the ice will stay different from the water or do you think they will become the same?”
8. Now take a cup of water and drip a small amount of water into the spoon.  The water in the spoon should not make an area larger than the tip of your little finger.

9. Talk to your students about steam and that it is water that is very hot. Ask your students if they have ever seen steam before.  A sample question could be “have you seen steam in the kitchen before?”
10. Light the candle using the matches, lighter, or other ignition source.  Warning: do not allow the students to close to the open flame as it will cause burns and blisters on the skin.  Also, keep the ignition source out of reach of the children with the hope that you prevent the accidental harm to the students by playing with an ignition source.
11. Place the spoon with the water in it over the candle with the flame.  Make sure to keep the spoon just out of the flame or else the bottom of the spoon will become black and be hard to clean.
12. Hold the spoon there for 90 to 120 seconds.  In that time at the maximum there will be steam coming off the water in the spoon.
13. Talk to the students about how the steam that they see is just being blown around by the air and that you can not always see it.
14. Add the salt to a cup which is full of ice.  Then pour some water into the cup.  The cup should be all the way full with the salt, ice and water mixture. (The salt will make the water’s freezing temperature lower and the ice will be able to make the over all combination of the materials colder than it would be with out it).
15. Have the class watch the cup and see when the condensation of the water vapors in the air start to turn to liquid water drops on the outside of the cup.  (This process may take an extended period of time depending on the humidity of the region that the classroom is located.  If the class is in a cold or very arid region then the cold cup may have to be brought close to the spoon over the candle.  Then the teacher can blow the steam coming off the spoon toward the cold cup and the steam should form condensation on the outside of the cold cup).
16. Talk to the students about how the steam becomes water again after it cools down.  Have the students touch the water that has formed as condensation on the outside of the cup.

17. Ask the students if they think the water on the outside of the cup is coming from the cup or from the air.

18. Put out the candle and pour out the left over water in all the cups.

19. Talk to the students about how Jesus is like the ice in the Trinity.  Talk about the way Jesus became human and walked among us.  Talk about the ice and how you can pick it up and hold on to it firmly.

20. Talk to the students about how the Father is like the water in the Trinity. Talk about how the Father made every thing and continues to keep it.  In the same way talk about water being necessary for living creatures to stay alive and how there is water in all of us. Also talk about how if you try to grab the water with your hand it squishes out but if you put your hand in the water it completely surrounds your hand.
21. Talk to the students about how the steam is like the Holy Spirit in the Trinity.  Talk about the Holy Spirit moving all over the world and motivating and helping people to have faith.  In the same way talk about how it is hard sometimes to see the steam but you know that it is there.  

Purpose:
The idea of this lesson is to lay the foundation for the students to deepen their understanding of the Trinity.  The formation of a Trinitarian view of God can help the students with coming into a healthy relationship with God.  The methods of teaching involve physical demonstrations as well as thought provoking questions. By engaging multiple methods of learning the students will be more likely take away helpful knowledge.  Identifying the persons of the Trinity with the different forms of water has meaning.
Identifying God the Father as the liquid form of water serves as an analogy in two distinct ways. God the Father is identified as the creator who continues to sustain creation.  Water works to symbolize this with its relationship to the majority of living creatures on earth.  They are all made of water and need water to continue to live. Water also symbolizes the relationship we have with God. We can’t control God no matter how hard we try.  However when we surrender ourselves to God we are completely surrounded by the Father’s presence.  Water enables this same type of relationship in that when we try to grab the water with our hand it leaks out of our fingers, but when we put a hand into the water it completely surrounds the hand.
Relating God the Son, or Jesus Christ, to the ice also has a depth of meaning within it.  God the Son is both fully God and fully human, which means that God the Son was capable of being touched and seen.  This is the same with the ice. It is able to be picked up with your hands and while it is slippery it is able to be grasped unlike the water or the steam which leave the hand when they are squeezed. Jesus came to earth and revealed the wondrous love of God to humanity in ways that we could touch, feel, and see.  This helped humanity understand God as not just up in the heavens looking down on us but also in and among us.
God the Holy Spirit is like the steam form of water. The Holy Spirit is known as the sanctifier within the Trinity.  While God the Father sustains creation and God the Son redeems creation, the Holy Spirit empowers creation with the ability to believe and receive the redemption.  Steam is the power producing form of water; some trains are steam powered and even nuclear power plants use the power of nuclear heated steam to produce power.  The iconic symbolism of the Holy Spirit is power and the most powerful form of water is steam.  The Holy Spirit is also related to the wind which can be related to steam which floats on the wind as well.
The analogy is not perfect and breaks down if pushed to far.  An area where the analogy breaks down is that the three forms of water can’t all be present at the same time. However, the nice part about the analogy is that there is no progression from one form to the next.  The water can become either ice or steam; likewise ice can melt to become water or sublimate to form steam, and the same can be done with steam.  The important piece of theology form this is that God the father didn’t create God the Son and God the Son didn’t create God the Holy Spirit.  The three persons of God function together for the human experience; this is seen throughout the Old and New Testaments.  With this knowledge the students will be encouraged to form deeper relationships with God.
